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PREFACE 

Two  hundred  years  —  and  growing.  Oak  c 
Church  is  a  healthy  church.  The  congregation  eove?VC  Preshyterian 
from  the  very  young  to  older  adults.  trs  a  span  of  ages 

Families  are  worshiping  together  —  grandparents  „ 

,he  youth.  Dedicated  Oak  Grove  ministers  have  tried  to'imDr'"“  “d 
,he  minds  of  children  that  they  are  very  much  a  pan  of  the  chTch 


family  • 

Through  the  years,  descendants  of  some  of  the  early  organizers  ol 
the  church  have  worshiped  here  with  dedicated  services.  Also,  new 
members  through  the  years  have  dedicated  their  services  with  loving 

hearts  and  willing  hands.  _  .  ,  . 

The  early  worship  services  were  in  the  torm  ot  prayer  meetings 
held  in  the  homes  of  the  early  organizers  of  Oak  Grove.  (More  details 
will  be  found  in  later  chapters.)  This  is  believed  to  have  been  common 
practice  before  the  building  of  old  Augusta  Stone  Church  from  which 

they  left  to  come  here.  .  .  .  . 

In  the  Shenandoah  Valley  they  had  been  trained  by  the  preaching 
and  most  likely  teaching  of  the  highly  educated  Rev.  John  Craig.  He 
was  known  both  as  the  father  of  religion  and  father  of  education  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Rev.  John  Craig  built  churches  and  schools 
up  and  down  the  valley  and  taught  the  young  men  English,  Greek, 
Latin,  mathematics,  science,  and  surveying.  They  not  only  became 
followers,  but  leaders  where  they  happened  to  go. 

The  men  of  his  congregation  carried  their  rifles  to  church  and 
stacked  them  in  a  corner  in  case  of  Indian  attack.  Rev.  Craig  preached 
with  his  rifle  leaning  against  the  pulpit. 

Very  likely,  ancestors  of  some  of  our  present  congregation  helped 
build  the  fort  around  Old  Augusta  Stone  Church  in  earlier  years 
before  they  came  to  the  Little  Levels.  They  came  here  well  tempered  in 
the  face  of  danger  and  stress  and  went  about  the  business  of 

roundings8  ^  ^  h°meS  and  worshiPin8  God  in  their  new  sur- 
Dattelnenffen0f  thiSDtVV°-Jhundred  year  0,d  church  shows  a  running 

Aging  in  years,  but  young. 

Leaving  a  history  but  not  looking  back 
Courageous,  but  God  fearing 

Wenask8rnr^’  but  ™vi"g  forward, 
ask  God  s  guidance  for  our  future 
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HISTORY  OF  OAK  GROVE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
HILLSBORO,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

INTRODUCTION 

COLONIAL  BACKGROUND  —  The  colonial  background  of 
Oak  Grove  Church  has  given  to  its  families  and  members  a  splendid 
cultural  and  religious  heritage.  Dr.  William  T.  Price,  in  his  “History 
of  Pocahontas  County”,  says:  “The  adherents  of  Presbyteranism  in 
the  limits  of  Greenbrier  Presbytery  are  the  descendants  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent  of  those  Scotch  and  Scotch-Irish  people  who  occupied  this  region 
at  an  early  day.  Most  of  these  persons  had  settled  in  Pennsylvania.” 
About  the  year  1740,  and  in  succeeding  years,  many  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  moved  down  from  central  and  western  Pennsylvania,  settling  in 
the  Valley  of  Virginia.  Almost  immediately  they  began  setting  up  and 
organizing  Presbyterian  Churches.  Among  the  earliest  was  the 
Augusta  Stone  Church  at  Fort  Defiance,  organized  in  1741,  and  from 
which  came  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  into  what  is  the  Little  Levels 
section  of  Pocahontas  County.  About  the  middle  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century  there  were  two  influences  that  helped  to  push  many  of  the 
cotch-Irish  across  the  Allegheny  Mountains  into  what  is  now  Green- 
ner  Valley.  One  is  the  fact  that  in  eastern  Virginia  there  was  much 
re  lglous  intolerance  so  that  Presbyterians  and  other  non-conformists 
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groups  in  many  cases  were  not  permitted  to  have  their  own 
t  he  Scotch- Irish  were  therefore,  glad  to  go  westward  in  n*l0rshiP. 
they  might  he  able  to  worship  according  to  the  dictates  0f ,h  .  lhat 
conscience.  And  the  aristocratic  people  in  the  eastern  Da„  °*n 
Commonwealth  were  quite  willing  to  see  them  go.  They  L  m  lhe 
thought,  be  accomplishing  two  things:  they  would  be  gettina  -A lhey 
troublesome  element,  and  the  tough,  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  wn  if a 
forming  a  barrier  which  would  keep  back  the  Indians  from  the  U  d  be 
section  of  the  country.  There  was  another  factor  which  soon  he?8!?01 
thrust  settlers  into  the  Little  Levels,  for  in  1755  the  English  Cof- 
under  General  Braddock  were  disastrously  defeated  by  the  Fren 
Indians  in  the  campaign  against  Fort  Duquesne.  This  struck  suchd 
ror  into  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  western  Pennsylvania  that  e" 
caravans  began  moving  southward,  some  going  on  into  the  Piedrn 
section  of  the  Carolinas  while  many  others  stopped  and  settled  innf 
Valley  of  Virginia.  Within  a  few  years  when  the  Valley  began  to  h 
somewhat  thickly  populated  for  that  time,  many  pushed  across  th 
mountains  and  settled  on  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Greenbrier.  And  onC 
of  the  first  and  easiest  places  to  reach  in  the  Greenbrier  was  the  Little 
Levels. 


EARLY  ANCESTRAL  FAMILIES 
OF 

OAK  GROVE  CHURCH 

At  the  Oak  Grove  Centennial  (later  this  date  proved  to  be  in¬ 
correct)  celebration  of  1931,  this  statement  was  carried  in  a  historical 
paper  prepared  by  Miss  Minnie  Wallace  and  Miss  Maggie  Ruckman 
and  Mr.  Matthew  John  McNeel:  “Rev.  John  Craig  D.D.  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  Ministers  of  the  Augusta  Stone  Church.  He  had 
the  most  influence  upon  the  immediate  ancestors  of  these  persons  who 
planted  Presbyterianism  in  the  counties  of  Pocahontas,  Greenbrier, 
Monroe  and  Kanawha.”  We  learn  from  Dr.  Price’s  “History  of 
Pocahontas  County”  that  of  the  early  families  of  Oak  Grove  Church, 
the  Poages,  Beards,  and  Wallaces  came  directly  from  the  Augusta 
Stone  Congregation  which  is  little  more  than  a  hundred  miles  east  of 
Hillsboro.  Further  to  the  north-east,  from  the  region  around  Win¬ 
chester,  came  the  McNeels  and  Kinnisons. 


THE  WHITE  POLE  (METHODIST)  CHURCH  -  From  those 
and  other  Scotch-Irish  families  came  the  early  members  of  both  the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Hillsboro  community.  There 
is  ample  reason  to  believe  that  the  Methodist  work  is  the  oldest 
religious  work  in  the  Little  Levels  section.  One  of  the  best  accounts  o 
the  White  Pole  Church  is  given  in  “Hardesty’s  Encyclopedia  (  ages 
365  and  369).  Here  we  learn  that  John  McNeel,  who  came  here  (  us 
settler  in  the  Little  Levels)  in  1765,  built  the  White  Pole  churcl\s°^ , 
time  prior  to  the  American  Revolution.  It  stood  where  the  c 
Cemetery  now  is.  Hardesty  says:  “Mr.  McNeel  remembered  ms  auiy 
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,  od  and  with  his  own  hands  reared  a  small  log  cabin  in  which 
10  ,|Siul,hors  and  himself  might  worship  Him  who  heareth  the  ravens 
l,|S  neJ?  v  cry,  and  who  watcheth  over  the  wanderer  in  the  wilderness 
*he"  mariner  upon  the  ocean.  This  temple  dedicated  by  the  builder  to 
?  Builder  of  the  Universe,  was  called  The  White  Pole  Church,  and 
,he  n  an  probability,  the  first  ever  erected  west  of  the  Allegheny 
v?5’  .-ins  ”  Hardesty  states  further  that  in  1789  Bishop  Ashbury  of 
>  Methodist  Church,  preached  in  the  White  Pole  Church,  and  that 
•  rhat  vear  the  first  organization  of  the  church  was  perfected.  He  then 
ics  the  charter  members  as  follows:  “John  McNeel,  Martha 
m 'Neel  James  Lewis  and  wife,  Alexander  Wadell  and  wife,  Charles 
K.nnison  Jacob  Kennison,  Mrs.  James  Brinnell,  John  Switzer  and 
/fe  Richard  Hill,  Nancy  Hill,  and  Abraham  McNeel  and  wife.”  In 
1830  John  Jordan  gave  a  lot  to  the  Methodist  Congregation  about  a 
or  m0re  east  of  Hillsboro.  There  a  house  of  worship  had  already 
been  erected.  This  was  used  for  a  generation  or  two,  and  then  the  loca¬ 
tion  was  changed  to  its  present  site  in  Hillsboro.  Thus,  like  that  of  the 
Presbyterians,  the  Methodist  place  of  worship  has,  since  1789,  been 
on  several  separate  lots. 

EXACT  DATE  OF  OAK  GROVE  ORGANIZATION  NOT 
KNOWN  —  We  do  not  know  the  exact  year  Oak  Grove  Church  was 
organized.  We  can,  however,  with  definiteness  trace  certain  move¬ 
ments  which  led  to  its  constitutional  establishment.  From  the  records 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  Lexington  Presbytery  we  can  establish 
the  fact  that  there  was  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Little  Levels  as 
early  as  1788.  Rev.  John  McCue  is  recognized  as  having  been  the  first 
Presbyterian  Minister  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  what  is  now  the  bounds 
of  Oak  Grove  Church.  There  is  good  evidence  to  substantiate  that 
belief.  In  May  1782,  Hanover  Presbytery,  meeting  in  the  Timber 
Ridge  Church,  licensed  John  McCue,  and  instructed  him  to  labor  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  year  in  Greenbrier  County.  A  year  later,  May  20, 
1783,  McCue  preached  his  ordination  sermon  in  the  Monmouth 
Church  near  Lexington,  and  Presbytery  made  arrangements  for  his 
ordination  to  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  August  following. 
Accordingly,  the  Commission  appointed  by  Hanover  Presbytery  went 
to  Greenbrier  County  in  August  1783.  First,  it  organized  Old  Stone 
Church  in  Lewisburg,  (West)  Virginia,  ordained  McCue  as  a  Minister 
of  the  Gospel,  and  installed  him  as  pastor  of  the  new  church.  The 
same  commission  proceeded  to  Union,  and  organized  that  church.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  Spring  Creek  Church  at  Renick  was  organiz¬ 
ed,  and  McCue  served  all  three  churches  in  his  pastorate.  From  The 
Church  of  the  Western  Waters  by  Dr.  Lloyd  Courtney,  is  this  state¬ 
ment:  “He  (McCue)  was  probably  the  first  to  administer  the  sealing 
ordinances  in  the  Sinks  of  Monroe  County,  the  Levels  of  Pocahontas 
County,  on  the  Head  of  Greenbrier,  and  in  Tygart’s  Valley.”  Lex¬ 
ington  Presbytery  was  set  off  from  Hanover  in  1786.  The  first 
documentary  reference  to  the  Little  Levels  Church  is  in  Volume  I, 
Minutes  of  Lexington  Presbytery,  October  21,  1788,  and  contains  this 
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order  in  the  action  of  Presbytery:  Mr.  John  McCue  is  apDoi 
preach  one  Sabbath  in  the  Sinks  of  Greenbrier,  another  in 
Levels,  and  catechise  both.”  Lexington  Presbytery,  meeting  nnUll|e 
16  1789.  ordered  Mr.  John  Montgomery  and  Mr.  McCue  Pril 
minister  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  the  Levels  i°  ad- 
meeting  of  Lexington  Presbytery  May  2,  1791 ,  “Mr.  Lyle  is  annS  lhe 
to  supply  between  this  and  our  next,  one  Sabbath  at  the  i  •  d 
Levels.”  Other  appointments  by  Lexington  Presbytery  were-  “a  e 
26,  1793  Mr.  Wilson,  one  Sabbath  to  the  Little  Levels,”  and 
Bannels  one  Sabbath  to  the  Little  Levels.”  Mr- 

VISIT  OF  DR.  WILLIAM  HILL  —  The  Cornerstone  of  o 

Grove  Church  bears  the  date  of  ”1793.”  This  is  due  to  an  erroneou 
notation  in  the  early  Sessional  Records  which  says  that  “The  RevS 
William  Hill  of  Winchester  Presbytery,  made  a  visit  to  the  Little 
Levels  region  in  1793  and  organized  a  Church  there.”  From  other 
documents  and  sources,  we  learn  that  Oak  Grove  Church  is  older  than 
that  by  at  least  five  years.  Dr.  Hill  had  a  long  ministerial  career  from 
1790  to  1852.  He  graduated  from  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  1788, 
and  studied  theology  under  the  College  President  John  Blair  Smith’. 
He  was  licensed  by  Hanover  Presbytery  in  1790,  and  served  in  Home 
Mission  work  under  appointment  by  the  Synod  from  1790  to  1800. 
What  is  likely,  is  that  Dr.  Hill  in  1793  visited  the  Little  Levels  Con¬ 
gregation  as  a  missionary  or  evangelist  very  much  as  John  McCue  had 
been  doing  in  previous  years,  and  preached  to  a  congregation  already 
organized  as  a  church,  but  perhaps  inspiring  it  with  new  life  and  vigor. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  -  The  General 

Assembly  of  The  Presbyterian  Church  In  The  United  States  of 
America  was  organized  May  21st-25th,  1789.  On  page  14,  Minutes  of 
this  first  meeting  of  the  Assembly  is  this  statement:  “As  it  may  be 
desirable  to  record  in  this  place  the  state  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
ie  time  of  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly,  we  insert  the 

nrriAW1r8«utap1St*cs  prepared  in  the  preceding  year,  and  published  by 
°ffttbe  sy™d  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.”  Then  follows  a 
aceorHinn  f  ministers  and  churches,  the  arrangement  being 

churche^in  ^  Pl!esbyter*es-  Pa8e  19  gives  a  list  of  the  ministers  and 
as  a  vacam  Presbytery,  and  The  Little  Levels  is  there  listed 

its  own  Minutes  hi  th  6  haV?™oCady  seen  tbat  Lexington  Presbytery  in 
ches.  e  year  had  the  Little  Levels  in  its  list  of  chur- 

Rev-  John  McCue  !?°’  lha!  ^rom  lbe  most  reliable  data  available, 
Preach  in  the  I  mu  fS  pyobably  tile  first  Presbyterian  Minister  to 
Lewisburg  began  in  178?  S  Areglon-  We  noted  that  his  pastorate  in 
L reek  Church  onlv  elevpn’  ^  P^n  of  his  past°rate  covered  Spring 

C""C  lfde  tbal  the  Oal  o.!!!:  eS_fr?m.Hil.lsboro.  Thus,  we  can  safely 
1788  haVe  been  organized^6  or.Little  Levels  Presbyterian  Church 
788*  8  ed  some  ume  between  the  years  of  1783  and 
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MINISTERS  w  ho  served  oak  grove  church 

"J  ,|K.  fore-going  facts,  it  is  apparent  that  Oak  Grove  Church, 

,  w ^jie  in  its  earliest  years,  had  no  regular  preaching  services. 
,or8  h  Ha  Yeager,  former  member,  very  clearly  said  of  Oak  Grove 
Mrs‘  Jv  ..por  a  period  of  thirty  years  after  its  organization  it  had 
Chlhir  pastors  not  stated  supplies,  the  only  preaching  being  by 
aeitnt  t ‘^om  djstanl  fields  who  occasionally  visited  this  region.” 
m"11  '-h'die  church  in  those  years  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  regular 
1  'h'ns  services,  yet  from  time  to  time  it  had  revival  services.  These 
prea»V>me  times  conducted  in  the  homes,  and  at  other  times  under  a 
'vere,  nrhor  A  very  notable  revival  occurred  in  the  Oak  Grove  Con- 
brU*ation  in  the  year  1801,  and  from  Dr.  Price’s  ‘‘History  of 
Pocahontas  County,”  we  have  the  following  account:  ‘‘Visiting 
friends  from  Kentucky  brought  with  them  the  revival  spirit  that  has 
ndered  the  early  history  of  Kentucky  so  famous,  and  it  broke  out  in 
the  Levels  in  1801 .  Parties  in  Augusta  heard  of  it  and  came  over  to  see 
nd  hear  what  it  all  meant.  The  Pastor  of  the  Augusta  Stone  Church, 
Rev  William  Wilson,  a  relative  of  the  Poages,  and  fifteen  or  twenty 
voung  people,  also  relatives,  came  over  together.  They  became  im¬ 
bued  with  the  spirit  of  the  moment,  and  went  back  singing  and  pray¬ 
ing  as  they  travelled  along.  The  effect  upon  the  home  people  in  the 
Valiev  as  they  rode  up  singing  and  praying  was  overwhelming,  and 
from  that  point  —  the  Old  Augusta  Stone  Church  —  the  revival  in¬ 
fluence  went  all  over  the  State,  where  ever  there  were  congregations, 
and  the  results  are  visible  at  the  present  time.  So  it  appears  that  a  great 
matter  was  kindled  by  a  little  watch  fire  that  had  been  kindled  in  the 
old  Poage  homestead.” 

MISSIONARIES  OR  EVANGELISTS 

We  have  already  mentioned  ministers  who  occasionally  preached 
here  under  appointment  by  Presbytery  as  missionaries  or  evangelists. 
Among  them  were  John  McCue,  John  Montgomery,  Mr.  Lyle,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Bannals,  and  Dr.  William  Hill.  We  have  no  record  of 
other  Presbyterian  ministers  preaching  here  until  the  time  ol  Rev. 
John  McElhenney,  D.D.,  who  began  his  ministry  in  Old  Stone 
Church,  Lewisburg,  in  1808.  By  special  appointment,  he  came  occa¬ 
sionally  to  Hillsboro.  Mrs.  Yeager  says  of  these  visits:  ‘‘Once  a  year  he 
journed  into  Pocahontas  County,  administering  the  Sacrament  at  Oak 
Grove  Church.”  In  the  Centennial  Paper  read  here  in  1931  is  this 
notation:  ‘‘When  the  Oak  Grove  Church  was  vacant,  Dr.  McElhenney 
would  come  up  to  preach  and  hold  communion.  One  of  his  texts 
remembered  by  the  old  people  was  Jeremiah  22:29  ‘O  earth,  earth, 
earth,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord!’  He  exerted  a  great  influence  loi 
good  over  the  Oak  Grove  Church.” 

STATED  SUPPLIES 

We  come  now  to  a  period  when  Oak  Grove  Church  began  to  e 
served  by  stated  supplies,  giving  a  definite  portion  of  their  time  to  t  us 

congregation. 
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First  of  these  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Graham,  D  D 
Bedford  County,  Virginia.  He  was  born  February  9  &  ,n®Jive  of 
graduated  from  Washington  College  and  from  Princeton  The^  H 
Seminary.  He  was  licensed  in  1818,  and  for  the  next  two  year?  °8ic^ 
here  as  stated  supply,  giving  one  third  of  his  time  to  o2 1  5^ 
Church.  In  1838  he  became  Professor  of  Church  History  in  Sr°ve 
Theological  Seminary,  in  Virginia,  where  he  served  till  isso  <\  •  ion 
1851.  ’  Vlngin 


Rev.  James  Kerr  came  to  this  field  in  1826,  and  according 
Courtney,  served  Oak  Grove  until  1830.  Outstanding  in  that  c 
was  the  erection  in  1828  of  the  “Brick  Church”  on  a  plot  now  e??i'Ce 
ed  in  the  Oak  Grove  Cemetery.  ucl°s- 

In  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Kerr’s  services  closed,  1830,  came  one 
the  most  important  events  in  the  whole  life  of  this  church.  That  w 
the  re-establishment  of  the  church’s  session  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  L 
Graham,  who  seems  to  have  returned  for  a  brief  time.  This  is  referred 
to  in  early  Sessional  Records  as  the  church’s  re-organization.  But 
there  is  no  indication  that  Oak  Grove  Church  had  been  dissolved  by 
Presbytery,  and  no  indication  that  it  had  passed  out  of  ex¬ 
istence.  So,  here  is  what  seems  to  have  been  the  situation:  Col 
William  Poage,  one  of  the  founders  of  Oak  Grove  Church,  and  last  o( 
its  original  elders,  died  in  April  1830.  This  left  the  church  without  any 
ruling  elders.  So,  on  August  28,  1830,  by  authority  of  the  Presbytery, 
Rev.  Samuel  L.  Graham  re-instituted  the  Church’s  administrative 
functions.  Work  started  anew  with  twelve  members  as  follows: 
George  Poage,  Josiah  Beard,  John  Jordan,  William  Bradshaw, 
Samuel  D.  Poage,  William  E.  Hill,  Martha  Poage,  E.  Poage,  M. 
Poage,  Nancy  Cackley,  Jane  Bradshaw,  and  Mrs.  McDonald.  The 
following  were  then  elected  Elders:  Josiah  Beard,  John  Jordan, 
George  Poage,  and  Samuel  D.  Poage. 

Rev.  William  Graham  Campbell,  a  native  of  Rockbridge  County, 
Virginia,  became  stated  supply  here  in  the  latter  part  of  1830.  A  ses¬ 
sional  record  of  July  2,  1831  says:  “Rev.  William  G.  Campbell  com¬ 
menced  his  labors  as  Stated  Supply  for  one  half  his  time,  for  one  year, 
September  previous.”  Another  minute  says,  “The  Rev.  W.  G.  Camp- 
e  continued  his  ministerial  labors,  one  fourth  part  of  his  time  for 
erev^C?nd  ye^r  ending  September  1832.”  During  this  time  he  also 
great  ahT?1^  C,reek  anb  Anthony’s  Creek  Churches.  He  was  a  man  of 
at  Anthon  y,r  Zeal  as  an  evangelist,  receiving  one  hundred  members 
the  Oak  Grove  C?*  ejj^ty_seven  at  Spring  Creek,  and  twenty-nine  in 

and  durir^pSt°hatHenry  Ru^ner  served  here  as  stated  supply  in  1833, 
He  had  been  a  c,ye?r  llle  membership  reached  a  total  of  forty  seven, 
he  had  oreani7f*HU.»,enUlnder  Dr-  McElhenney  at  Lewisburg.  In  1819 
Virginia.  He  becam  C  Flrsl  Presbyterian  Church  of  Charleston,  West 
President  of  Waciv  3  great  ectucator,  and  for  ten  or  twelve  years  was 
Versity).  mgton  College  (now  Washington  and  Lee  Uni- 


KcV.  John  Stephen  Blain,  a  native  of 
.  •  j.,  in  September  1833  “Commenced  his 
ne  third  part  of  liis  time  for  one  year.”  The  . 
fwnttal  Progress-.  _  .  . 


sock ingham  County 
ministerial  labors  for 
hurch  continued  sub- 

SU,,‘ Kcv*  David  H.  Cunningham  also  of  Rockingham  county,  was  the 
next  stated  supply.  He  served  this  church  as  a  licensed  preacher.  ^ 
Oak  Grove  one  third  of  his  time  for  one  year,  beginning  October  1834 
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u.  The  first  pastor'ofOaVr  BROWN  —  1837-1844 

His  brother,  Rev,  William  d™*6  Church  wa«  Rev.  Joseph  B: 

Augusta  Stoae  Church  The  ses?Wn  ,W3S  at  that  time  Pastor  < 

Grove  ™0tafion;  "Rev.  S ^  records  of  September  183' 

one  halfhhf  ‘°  ,he  Rev-  Josenh^?""  moderaled  a  call  of  th 

By  'he  vMe  Ttn  *200  000  Per  aMum"  !°b?come  their  pastl 

lhls  church  the  C*U  was  unanii 

ders  subscribed  the  call.” 


PASTORS 

,;rom  1788-1818,  a  period  of  thirty  years.  Oak  Grove  Church  u 
lher  pastor  nor  slated  supply,  but  preaching  occasionally  bvh^ 

■  .min  of  Presbytery.  For  the  next  nineteen  years,  1818-18??  aP- 
P.°“  w  ,s  served  by  stated  supplies.  But  in  1837  Oak  Grove  Ch’ lhe 
entered Tnto^period  of  substantial  character  and  progranTfe 
S  in  that  year  it  called  its  first  pastor.  °rk, 


nreVlOUS  lO  Inc  H\UIIU  jauuom  Iia  rvtv.  JU5CJJII 

.•Saturday  jnstallecl  pastor  of  this  church  by  Rev.  David  Cun- 
Bro"H  w  f  Brown  was  born  in  the  manse  of  the  New  Providence 
ningham-  •  j  Rev  samueI  and  Mary  Moore  Brown.  His  mother, 
ChurCM  "re  was  a  niece  of  Col.  William  Poage,  and  in  girlhood  was 
Mary  M°° _  '  lhe  Indians.  Her  history  and  religious  experiences  are 

a  captive  an£  *  ting  little  volume  “The  Captives  of  Abb’s  Valley.” 
given  in  a"  aduated  from  Washington  College  and  Princeton 
Joseph  was  ordajned  by  Lexington  Presbytery.  He  is  credited 

Seminary*  ^  founder  of  The  Little  Levels  (Pocahontas)  Academy.  In 
witli  T  laid  out  plans  for  the  town  of  Hillsboro.  His  pastorate  con- 
H*n  Oak  Grove  Church  until  1844,  and  at  Spring  Creek  Church 
tin^f  1847  “The  Presbyterian  Encyclopedia”  paid  this  tribute  to  his 
Jnt‘  rharacter  and  work:  “He  accepted  September  7,  1837  calls  from 
nl!  town  churches.  Spring  Creek  and  Oak  Grove,  and  was  soon  after 
•ne  lied  as  pastor.  Here  he  labored  faithfully  and  successfully  until 
h  nastoral  relations  were  dissolved.  This  was  his  first  and  only  pas- 
ate  From  a  child  Mr‘  Brown  was  God,y«  devout,  spiritually 
'nded  self-sacrificing,  ever  anxious  to  benefit  those  around  him.  He 
was  clear  in  his  convictions,  sound  in  the  faith,  and  a  thorough  going 
Presbyterian,  candid,  open  hearted,  amiable,  affectionate,  generous, 
industrious,  energetic,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.” 


years  as  a  licensed  preacher.  In  1846  he  was  ordained,  and  served  Oak 
Grove  as  stated  supply  for  twelve  years.  In  1859  he  was  called  by  con¬ 
gregational  action  as  the  regular  pastor  for  one  half  his  time  at 
$200.00  per  year.  He  continued  in  the  service  of  this  church  until  1868, 
when,  upon  his  resignation,  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  pastorate,  he  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Hillsboro  or  Academy  as  the  post  office  then  was,  until  his  death  in 
1891.  He  was  buried  in  Monroe  County. 

REV  GEORGE  L.  BROWN 

Served  as  stated  supply  for  one  half  his  time  during  the  interval 
1868-1872. 

REV.  DAVID  SPOTTS  SYDENSTRICKER,  D.D.  —  1875-1905 

The  third  minister  was  a  man  of  outstanding  ability  and  scholar¬ 
ship,  Rev.  David  Spotts  Sydenstricker  who  was  born  in  Lewisburg  in 
1835.  He  attended  Lewisburg  Military  Academy,  and  after  service  as  a 
teacher,  graduated  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  in  Virginia  in 
1870.  Following  his  ordination,  he  served  the  Churches  of  Richlands, 
Muddy  Creek,  and  McElhenney.  In  1872  the  Session  of  Oak  Grove 
Church  employed  him  as  stated  supply  for  one  year  for  one  hall  his 
time,  and  in  1873  he  accepted  a  church’s  call  in  Arkansas.  Oak  Grove 
then  called  Rev.  Henry  Gilmore  of  Lexington  Presbytery.  But  owing 
to  his  church’s  unwillingness  to  release  him,  the  call  could  not  be  suc- 
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„  ornsecuted.  In  1H75  Oak  Grove  Church  formally  callp  .  n 
ccssfully  pj  Accepting  the  call,  he  returned  from  Arkans^  ^Cv 
Syiknsinc^  ■  A.|s  £)ngcs|  and  one  of  if,  most  fruitful  pa#0r“'«|kl 
g«vc  this  ihu _  n  College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  °f  r£,  >n 
,891  Hampden  ^ncy  jdcred  one  of  the  best  language  scho?ar^r 
°rUlV,?'w eM  Virginia,  and  was  particularly  learned  in  ^ 
S'aK  °J  Resigning  and  retiring  from  the  pastorate  in  1905,  £ 
So  make  hfs  home  in  Hillsboro  until  death  in  1913,'  He  ^ 
L"“!h  n  the  Marlinton  Cemetery.  Was 


REV.  AND  MRS.  JACOB  COART  JOHNSON  —  1905-1928 

Was  the  church’s  fourth  pastor.  He  was  born  in  Pamlico  County, 
North  Carolina  in  1865.  Serving  for  a  while  as  a  teacher,  he  graduated 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  and  from  Union  Seminary  in 
Virginia.  Following  his  ordination  in  1900,  he  served  as  pastor  of 
c  owell  and  Williamsville  in  Virginia,  and  later  of  the  church  in 
Virginia-  °ak  Grove  Church  called  him  in  1905.  His 
Edpar  Rp’  a  forIner  Anna  Webster,  died  in  1906.  He  married  Mary 
were  Jarnh  Ju?e  9’  *n  Gak  Grove  Church.  Their  children 

Frederick  Allen^u^17  )r™ma’  Anna  Mar8aret  (Langford)  and 
year  the  pastorate  e  s^ved  9ak  Grove  until  1928,  accepting  in  that 
1940,  dying  in  1941°  Govesville,  Virginia,  where  he  continued  until 
of  Oak  Grove  Church  Unng  Mr-  Johnson’s  pastorate  the  boundaries 
ed  at  Beard,  Caesar  N^ere  8rpatly  extended,  outposts  being  establish- 
*ere  conducted  in  all  thpUmain’  ancl.  Seebert.  Good  Sunday  Schools 
hi a  Union  Program  with*!?1111111*1*68* the  work  of  Seebert  becom- 
M  ?soa  also  established  rp  ^  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Mr. 

ing  creek  Churches  -  Marv^nr^^*1*118  aPP°intments  in  the  two 
8  Creek-  arVln  ChaPd  and  Trinity  Church  on  Stamp- 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  MEADE  R.  ATKINSON  —  1929-1932 
The  fifth  pastor  was  Meade  Randolph  Atkinson,  who  was  born  at 
Champe,  Virginia  in  1905.  A  graduate  of  Hampden  Sydney  College 
and  of  Union  Seminary,  Virginia,  he  came  to  this,  his  first  pastorate  in 
the  early  summer  of  1929,  and  on  July  30th  was  ordained.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  in  1932  a  call  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Logan,  West 
Virginia.  In  1941  Davis  and  Elkins  College  conferred  on  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  died  October  13,  1987  in  McKenny, 
Virginia. 
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^was^m^n  *  ,^RLIN.  BEAMER  CURRY  -  1932  1936 

sixth  pastor.  A  eradn- 1  4  *r  Bi(*away.  West  Virginia.  He  was  the 
Seminary,  he  accent Davis  &  Elkins  College  and  of  Union 
tober  9,  1932.  Here  he  ^  9rov.es  caB  and  was  ordained  here  Oc¬ 
as  associate  pastor  of  Olds,  unt*1  1936.  accepting  in  that  year  a  call 
,9<2  he  was  pas,or  of  ?h^M  °nurChurch  ,n  Lewisburg.  From  1938  to 
chaplain  in  the  United  q,  »  ortAh^or^  and  Vivian  churches,  and  was  a 
£om  1955-58.  From  IqI*  iq^  durin8  Wor,d  War  II  and  again 
•C.  and  Farmville  Visin'  served  churches  in  Burlington, 

June  9,  1961.  ’  glma-  He  retired  July  19,  1960  and  died  on 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  JOSEPH  EARL  KNIGHT  —  1936-1940 

Was  born  in  Jonesboro,  Tennessee  in  1899.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
King  College  and  Louisville  Seminary.  After  serving  Oak  Hill  Church 
and  the  Beckley  Community  Church  as  stated  supply  and  evangelist’ 
he  became  the  seventh  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  Church  in  1936,  serving 
here  until  1940.  In  that  year  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the 
Bradstown  Church  in  Kentucky.  During  Mr.  Knight’s  pastorate  the 
membership  of  Oak  Grove  Church  went  to  more  than  two  hundred 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  He  died  October  31,  1957. 

REV.  SAMUEL  WILLIAMS  MOORE,  D.D.  —  1940 

Dr.  Moore  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  many  years 
the  able  and  beloved  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Blue- 
field,  West  Virginia,  served  Oak  Grove  Church  during  the  summer 
and  fall  of  1940  as  stated  supply.  He  was  honorably  retired  in  1941. 
The  outstanding  personality  and  ability  of  Dr.  Moore  inspired  this 
congregation  with  a  new  spirit  of  interest.  Prevented  by  impaired 
health  from  assuming  regular  pastoral  duties,  he  served  as  stated  sup¬ 
ply  of  Fort  Pierce  Church  in  Florida  each  winter.  He  died  September 
29,  1954. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  KERR  FLEMING  —  1940-1948 

Rev.  Fleming  was  born  at  Elmwood,  North  Carolina  in  1892.  He 
attended  Davidson  College.  In  World  War  I  he  served  with  The 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  the  155th  Infantry.  Graduating 
from  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia,  in  1922,  he  has  since  served  in  the 
following  pastorates:  Acme,  N.C.,  Gilbert,  West  Virginia,  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Thomasville,  N.C.,  and  Flat  Rock  Church, 
Mount  Airy,  N.C.  He  accepted  Oak  Grove’s  call  as  its  eighth  pastor  m 
1940,  and  served  here  for  eight  years,  going  in  1948  to  Hedgesville, 


13 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Kerr  Fleming 


X  ancf  Tomahawk  ^Churches. the  °f  Fa,‘ing  WatCTS' 

churcHheaTerhdis"e,irehmeemhUrCheS  bef°re  in  ’%1  a"d  °m 

children^?  Rmh^  ^  the  former  Relha  Flowers-  Theil 

Relha  Fleming  died  £hn  K'  ^c8  *r 

Sneed.  1^/1.  in  1975  he  then  married  Sue  Cowan 


versation  anc^serm^f5  a  *'reless  historian.  He  showed  that  in  his  con- 
“History  “f  (^^H5^,flvc  Stories;  among  which  was  the 
history  is  based.  C  ChurcJl  Published  in  1950,  on  which  this 


eluding:  VisitationEvano#»ij*  mt°y  pro-iects  while  pastor  here,  \n- 
Hammond  Electric  Oroanr1SnL’  ^ounc^er  of  The  Lord’s  Acre  Plan, 
ehurch,  choir  entrv  outcloor  bulletin  board,  new  roof  on 

replastered.  1  ,on*  manse  insulation  and  sanctuary 

Sa;ion  at' the  end^f"' wwn"1?  f°rCes  in  WWI  he  held  services of 
:  V1aV  13,  Victory  hKi-  {"  >945  the  following  services  were 
V‘ce’  October  19,  Victory  pe,T^ay  27  >  American  Legion  Memorial 

Mr-  Flem-g  died  in  JanuaryaP986 °Ct°ber  2’’  N3Vy  ^ 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  DRURY  LACY  JONES  —  1949-1952 

Rev.  Jones  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Virginia,  May  4,  1889.  A 
graduate  of  Fredericksburg  College,  Union  Seminary  in  Richmond 
and  of  Princeton  Seminary.  He  was  ordained  by  King’s  Mountain 
Presbytery  in  1915.  He  served  six  churches  in  North  Carolina  prior  to 
his  call  to  Oak  Grove,  May  1 , 1949,  and  served  the  church  faithfully  as 
its  ninth  pastor  until  September  21,  1952.  His  wife  was  the  former 
Juanita  Puett  (married  August  16,  1939).  They  had  one  daughter, 
Juanita  Lacy. 

IP?  Retiring  in  1963  after  two  more  pastorates,  he  died  September  7, 
,.  ,0„rs*  J°nes  died  in  1987.  The  year  end  statistical  report,  March 
shows  186  members  on  church  roll  with  Rev.  Jones  being 
P  d  52,800  per  year  out  of  a  $6,183  budget. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  ROGER  BACON  GARDIEN,  JR.  -  1952-1955 
Was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga.f  October  29,  1889.  He  graduated  from 
Georgia  Tech  in  1913,  Columbia  Seminary  in  1918  and  was  ordained 
in  North  Alabama  Presbytery,  October  12,  1919,  after  doing  post 
graduate  work  in  Birmingham  South  College.  He  served  as  stated  sup- 
m  ^different  churches  in  Alabama,  Kentucky  and  Texas  until 

He” camp  I  ,nSfrVr>  IW°  pastorales  in  Alabama  and  one  in  Kentucky, 
served I  ?a  Gt°?Z'  December  1952  as  the  tenth  pastor  where  he 
cancer.  nuar'  6’  dale  died  a^,er  becoming  ill  with 

children  ms1[erimda.-mQf0r?!r  Phamie  Brown  in  1932,  and  they  had  no 
in  July  1986  at  age  ^  ^  church  membership  here  until  her  death 

operation  in^Lexinpfnn2  dedlcaled*  sincere  person.  After  his  cancer 

>imes  only  able  to  preach  whil^1  he  returned  to  his  Pulpit’  ^me' 
which  was  presented  m  n  v  Sltt.,n8  down.  The  Baptismal  Font 
and  his  niece,  Marv  Fvan  ^  Gr?ve  in  his  memory  by  Mrs.  Gardien 

ns  was  dedicated  July  31,  1966. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  COLLIER  SMITH  HARVEY,  JR.  -  1955-1959 
He  was  born  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  March  20,  1929.  He 
graduated  from  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  1950,  Union  Theological 
Seminary  with  a  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  in  1953.  He  then  became 
assistant  pastor  of  Tinkling  Springs,  Fishersville  and  Hermitage,  at 
Waynesboro,  Virginia.  He  was  ordained  in  Lexington  Presbytery  July 
21,  1954.  Returning  to  Union  Theological  Seminary  he  did  post 
graduate  work  for  one  year,  1954-1955.  Later  he  received  an  honorary 
D.D.  from  King  College  in  1966.  Upon  completion  of  Seminary  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  call  and  came  to  Oak  Grove  July  1,  1955  as  the  eleventh 
pastor  where  he  served  until  April  30,  1959. 

After  moving  to  Kingsport,  Tennessee  in  1959  until  1966,  e  se 
ed  two  other  church  pastorates  in  Virginia  before  accepting  nis  prest 
position  as  Executive  Presbyter  of  Fincastale  Presbytery. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  IRVING  PRATHER  —  1959-1964 

Rev.  Prather  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  August  14, 1910. 
He  graduated  from  The  University  of  Kentucky  in  1931.  He  was  in  the 
grocery  business  and  an  instructor  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  and 
Lee’s  Junior  College.  He  attended  the  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  1943  to  1946  and  was  ordained  by  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.A.  July  8,  1946.  After  serving  churches  in  New  Jersey  he  moved 
back  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  in  1957,  accepting  a  call  to  Oak 
Grove  as  the  twelfth  pastor.  He  served  here  from  October  1,  1959  unti 
ay  31,  1964.  After  serving  two  churches  in  Farmville,  Virginia,  he 
retired  January  22,  1972.  Rev.  Prather  died  February  23,  1974. 

wi,e  was  the  former  Alice  May  Durling  from  New  Rocheie, 

•  Y.  They  were  married  May  24,  1935.  Their  children  are  Irvine  Duri¬ 
ng  and  Patricia  Bourne. 

comm.?!01!8  °th?r  things  he  was  well  known  for  his  thoroughness  m 
'cants  class.  Also,  his  penmanship  was  outstanding. 


_f  Hurvcy  married  Betty  Ann  Mcladdcn,  the  da,I0. 

N1r'  minister  from  Tupelo,  Mississippi  on  Auut.^lcr  of* 
PrCShhor  four  daughters,  Ann  Gray,  Virginia  Ellen,  I  ois  ?°* 

Mao-  Collier.  The  .wo  older  children  were  born  while  ,hey^4 

Hi"  During  Pas,oratc  much  nCcd,ed  repalrJwa''  “one  a.  lhe 

oil  furnace,  storm  windows,  and  insulation.  mar>*: 

10  Mr  Harvey  worked  diligently  with  outposts  which  at  lha.  . 

nlxrd  Chapel,  Caesar  Mountain  and  Marvin  Chapel  EarhV,nic 

^dein  thafarea  along  with  two  circles  at  Oak  Grove"  Bi»d? 

were  held  ai  Beard  (attendance  not  recorded),  Oak  Grove  htd  '* 

opndance  of  60  and  Caesar  Mountain,  35.  aa  an 

Mr  Harvey  was  dedicated  to  the  youth,  he  being  the  one  to ... 

children’s  sermons  during  morning  worship.  sla" 


REV.  AND  MRS.  HARRY  DUVAL  PAINTER  -  1964-1967 

Rev.  Painter  was  born  in  Lewisburg,  W.  Va.,  June  23,  1902. 
After  attending  Roanoke  College,  Maryville  College  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  he  dropped  out  in  1927  for  30  years.  He  then 
returned,  graduating  in  1959  and  was  ordained  that  same  year  by  Win¬ 
chester  Presbytery.  He  was  Pastor  at  Springfield,  W.  Va.  from  1959  to 
I960.  Pastor  at  Amelia,  Virginia  from  1960  to  1964.  He  served  Oak 
Grove  Church  from  August  1964  until  September  15,  1967.  After  serv¬ 
ing  Hat  Creek,  Brookneal,  Virginia,  and  Gladys,  Diamond  Hill,  Va. 


•se 


_  .  075  he  retired  July  1,  1975.  Later  he  moved  i0 

from  1967  to  1975.  d  a  church  there.  0  Ko 

Hill.  Virgin-a  3^  ^onslrUction  the  30  years  before  he  returned 
He  was  in  roaa  an  excellent  craftsman  in  repairing  3'V0 
seminary.  Also,  he  w«  (he  parts  that  he  needed.  E  cl<*ks, 
organs  and  engin  .  the  former  Helen  Robinson.  Thev  v, 

■  Mr.  WbSSu.  Ann  (Mrs.  A.  L.  Spalone)  and  Heleij 

two  daughters,  *-  .  em  ‘n- 

son  (Mrs.  James ^  1988  His  wife  died  May  2$ 

Rev  Pamter  d  t  the  first  vacation  Bible  School  adult  ell 
Mr.  Painter*fdgat  night  so  more  could  attend.  ass- 

The  school  was  held  at  nig 


REV.  AND  MRS.  CECIL  VINTON  DALTON  —  1967-1973 
Rev.  Dalton  was  born  May  23,  1918  at  Hillsville,  Virginia.  He  at¬ 
tended  Hampden  Sydney  College,  Montreat  Anderson  Jr.  College, 
Alabama  Polytechnical  Institute  (now  Auburn  University), 
graduating  from  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  in  1964.  He  was  or¬ 
dained  August  30,  1964  by  Abingdon  Presbytery.  He  served  as  a  retail 
merchant  in  Hillsville  for  many  years.  Saying  he  “couldn’t  hide  from 
aJly  longer,”  he  finished  Seminary  and  started  his  ministry  in 
1964  He  also  served  3  years  10  months  in  the  army  during  WWII. 

viroinfo'  ’  iqA  iJL5ervc<*  one  Pastorate  of  two  churches  in  Bland, 
and  win  * [%l, He  was  t0  °ak  Grove  as  fourteenth  pastor 

A^pomau o^  Court^H  embeFA^ 2 *  1967’  leavin«  June  12’  1973  10  g°  10 
He  was  APP°ma«°*.  Virginia. 

Children  are  Robert  pln  t0  the  former  Virginia  Elizabeth  Goad. 

Jett  and  Teresa  Elsie  ^  ’  Nancy  Cecil  ^Mrs-  A-  L-  Newberry),  Janice 

lton  served  less  than  four  years  at  Appomattox  before  he 
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X0A  suddenly  on  March  27,  1977  of  a  heart  attack.  Mrs.  Dalton  also 
died  suddenly  on  September  first  of  the  same  year. 

diC  A  great  accomplishment  was  reached  during  his  ministry  Oak 
„  had  received  Home  Mission  Aid  since  1955  to  pay  a  nan  nf 
°r  mr’sh  salary.  In  1969  the  church  became  self  supporting  under  the 
leadership  of  Cecil  Dalton.  He  worked  diligently  with  the  youth  a£d 

ne  people.  He  preached  every  Sunday  but  the  3rd  Sunday  at  Beard 
rhapel  ™at  Sunday  he  preached  at  Margin  Chapel,  also  every  Sun 
av  at  1 1 :0°  a-m-  at  °ak  Grove-  Whlle  here  the  present  brick  bulletin 
u  W  was  built  to  replace  an  older  one.  Rev.  Dalton  served  as 
h  nlain  to  Denmar  State  Hospital,  preaching  there  every  Sunday  at 
Vnno  m  Also  with  the  help  of  the  ministerial  association  he  served 
rnmunion  to  those  willing  to  receive.  He  also  started  circle  visitation 
^th  patients  at  Denmar  State  Hospital  for  the  chronically  ill  on 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

The  safe  used  for  records  in  the  church  was  originally  used  by  him 
in  his  Hillsville,  Virginia  store. 
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DAVlfcSj  AKBUCKLt 


REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  “JACK” 

1974-1983 

ViraineoV'  urbuck!f  was  born  November  19,  1912  in  Lewisburg,  West 
LoSip^f  ?radu?l«l  from  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  1934, 
in^on  FhpSnpmmaiy  mu  938  and  Was  ordained  August  7,  1938  by  Lex- 
tuckv  bv  1947ZCh  rhesbytery-  Having  served  four  pastorates  in  Ken- 
West  Wrint’frn  ,o SS^S*,t0  Mt*  Pleasam  ^urch  in  Sinks  Grove, 
living  in  Greenha^  ?47 ’  S  He  served  Upper  Pocahontas  churches 

t0  1956- He  then  served  as  executive 

welton  at  his  home  nia*  P[5sbytery  f°r  years,  living  near  Max- 

P  ce.  He  served  then  in  Damascus,  Virginia  and 
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„  .nick  Frank  ford  and  Auto  churches  before  his  call  ^ 

55-cmbcr  24.  1984  as  the  fifteenth  pastor.  On  November  k,2?Je 
N,c  honorably  retired  by  a  commission  from  Greenbrier  p,  ?83  he 
,  TlinV  service  in  Oak  Grove  Church.  nbncr  Presbytery 

1  His  wife  and  beloved  companion  was  the  former  Mattie  WinloH, 
Linrrison.  Their  daughters  are  Carolyn  Winlock  ArWu  ock 
Margaret  Price  Arbuckle  Pauley.  They  have  three  gra^at^hte  ““ 
Under  his  leadership  a  young  adult  Sunday  School  c?ass"  as 
organized,  working  many  more  people  into  Christian  education  For 
many  years  Jack  and  Mattie  worshiped  occasionally  in  Oak  Grove  so 
people  knew  and  loved  them  even  before  they  served  here 

Mrs.  Arbuckle  was  very  active  accompanying  him  in  pastoral 
visits,  teaching  adults  in  Sunday  School  and  singing  in  church  choir 
Also,  she  was  granted  an  honorary  life  membership  in  the  Women  ot 
the  Church. 


REV.  AND  MRS.  WILTON  CLAY  MACAULAY  —  1985- 

Rev.  Macaulay  was  born  October  16,  1958,  the  son  of  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  He  was  reared  in  Asheboro,  N.C.,  graduating 
iiom  Davidson  College  with  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in  1981.  In  1985  he 
giatuated  from  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia, 
hie  !?  pastor  nominating  committee  visited  the  seminary  prior  to 

Aft“-  arid  met  him-  They fel1  that  it  was  love  at  first  sigS-* 

Dasior  u  !  •»  pFay,ul  consideration  he  accepted  the  call  and  began  his 
pastorate  as  s.x.eenth  minister  on  July  1 ,  1985. 

as  or  aincd  by  Greenbrier  Presbytery  September  8,  1985  in 
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Trove  Church  with  his  father,  the  Rev.  Wilkes  Macaulay 
°*k, hi na  the  sermon. 

I*  nr.  May  29,  1983,  he  married  Pamela  Akehurst  Moses.  She 
,  j  from  The  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education 
‘‘since  ,he  time  he  became  pastor  and  leader,  the  church  has  been 
hinc  out  in  the  community  to  help,  setting  up  the  Oak  Grove 
r  riencv  Assistance  Fund  to  meet  the  needs  of  local  people.  Also, 
the' church  hosted  work  camps  to  repair  and  make  livable  houses  in  the 

COnl  Th e ' 1  Macaulays  are  the  caring  parents  of  Alexander  Clay 
l  v  When  Alec  was  born,  Clay  rang  the  church  bell  30  times 
‘V  d  f anted  a  tree  in  the  manse  yard  to  celebrate  Alec’s  birth. 


OFFICERS  OF  OAK  GROVE  CHURCH 
RULING  ELDERS 

A  study  of  the  sessional  records  reveals  that  in  all  generations  of 
this  church’s  history,  men  and  later  women  of  high  character,  ability, 
and  commanding  influence  have  been  elected  Elders.  For  the  most 
part  they  were  faithful  in  attending  meetings  of  the  session.  A  goodly 
number  have  given  commendable  response  in  attending  upon  meetings 
of  Synod  and  Presbytery  when  elected  by  the  session  to  those  bodies. 

In  1945  and  1955,  J.  Moffett  McNeel,  Sr.  was  commissioner  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church’s  highest  governing  body,  the  General  Assembly, 
held  then  in  Montreat,  N.C.  In  1970  J.  Moffett  McNeel,  Jr.  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  held  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  James  K. 
Rock  was  also  elected  to  this  high  governing  body  in  1979  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Although  once  ordained  an  Elder,  unless  defrocked,  always  an 
Eider,  it  was  not  until  1975  that  the  rotary  system  was  adopted.  That 
meant  when  serving  no  more  than  six  years  they  were  ineligible  for  re- 
election  for  one  year.  In  1974  a  nominating  committee  system  was 
adopted  for  election  of  both  Elders  and  Deacons. 

COL.  WILLIAM  POAGE  —  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Henry  W. 
McLaughlin,  is  the  only  one  of  the  original  eleders  of  this  church  ot 
whom  we  know  anything.  Son  of  John  Poage  and  grandson  of  Robert 
Poage  the  pioneer,  he  was  born  near  Staunton,  Virginia,  February  17, 
1756,  and  in  early  life  was  a  member  of  the  Augusta  Stone  Church  at 
Eon  Defiance.  In  or  near  the  year  1776  he  married  Margaret  Davies, 
daughter  of  the  noted  pioneer  minister  Rev.  Samuel  Davies.  To  them 
were  bom  fourteen  children,  two  of  the  sons  becoming  ciders ^  Oa 
rove  Church.  William  Poage  Jr.,  was  a  major  in  the  War  ol  1812.  n 


1782  Col.  Poage  moved  to  the  Little  Levels  of  Grecnhri 
Pocahontas)  County.  I  he  cailiest  Presbyterian  services  in  ihr  dater 
munity  were  held  in  his  home.  Obviously,  when  Oak  Grow-  r^0*- 
was  organized,  he  was  made  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  hurch 
elders.  He.  it  was.  who  donated  the  land  on  which  the  «nlin8 
Church”  and  Cemetery  were  located  in  1828.  Death  came  to  w  Brick 
April  7.  1830.  And  as  we  have  seen,  his  death  left  Oak  Grove  cl!*  °n 
without  a  ruling  elder  until  elders  were  elected  in  August  of  th*  Urch 


year. 


same 

In  that  election  the  following  elders  were  chosen:  Josiah  Be 
John  Jordan,  George  Washington  Poage,  and  Samuel  Davies  Po 
The  two  Poages,  George  W.  and  Samuel  D.,  were  sons  of  ri' 
William  Poage.  Following  is  a  quotation  from  “History  of  PnraK  °  ' 
tas  County,”  by  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Price:  “George  W.  Poage  was  a  Der?n' 
of  fine  appearance.  An  evergreen  prayer  meeting  was  conducted Yt  h‘ ” 
house  on  silent  Sabbath.  He  loved  to  wail  with  judicious  care  hvm  'S 
and  tunes  that  were  sung  by  his  Convenanting  ancestry  in  Scotland  ^ 
Samuel  Davies  Poage,  youngest  son  of  William  Poage  Sr.,  lived  at  th 
old  homestead.  He  had  been  educated  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry6 
but  declined  through  a  sense  of  unworthiness.  He  was  a  faithful  helne 
in  prayer  meetings  led  by  his  brother  George.”  They  both  served  as 
fuling  elders  until  death.  George  died  in  1855,  and  S.  D.  in  1869 

JOHN  JORDAN  —  was  an  elder  from  1830  until  death  in  1836 
He  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  After  settling  here,  he  married  Miriam 
McNeel,  daughter  of  the  pioneer  John  McNeel.  In  1822  he  served  as 
the  first  Sheriff  of  Pocahontas  County. 

pl ,  J?S*A“  BEARB  “  son-in-law  of  Major  William  Poage,  was  an 
elder  in  Oak  Grove  Church  from  1830  until  his  death  in  1878  The 

K  Hke  th0Sec°f  the  P°ages’  came  from  the  Augusta 

Valley  and^nlpH0"  Sta^nton-  Josiah  was  born  in  Renick’s 
Virginia  InTs^hT^00^  PeJkf  near  what  is  now  Beard’  West 
Pocahontas.  In  1842  ST  ITT*  Glerk  of  the  County  Court  of 
Academy  in  Hillsboro  Or  m  found,?8  of  the  Pocahontas 

a  Person  of  fine  mind  had  *  Pn°5  wJote  .of  him:  “Josiah  Beard  was 
by  reading  and  reflect i’nn  Thg°°?  educatjon  which  he  improved  upon 
nounced  will  of  his  own  .  °.ugh  8entle  in  his  manners,  he  had  a  pro- 
courage  to  a  marked  dcprpp  emg  endowed  with  physical  and  moral 
ar>d  spotless  integrity  eavp  m??6  combination.  His  practical  wisdom 
was  peaceful  and  his  infliiT8  1 10  b*s  0Pini°ns-  The  tenor  of  his  life 

william  Was  f0r  800d  m0raIs  and  intel,i8ent 

Green vii|185?'  He  had  beer^ord'  was.elected  and  installed  an  elder 
As  we  haveT?  which  in  1855  he'r  Cd  m  the  CenterviHe  Church  in 
beheved  that'T  l°  indicate  the  lengtTnfT^  Gr°Ve  by  Certificate‘ 

COL  PAmni?Ved  t0  another  mh  f  T  service  as  an  elder,  it  is 
He  was  a  mPAUL  McNEEL  "  community. 

aSamanonargeinnEuEn7  and  t0  the  ^ship  in  1859. 

’  and  was  a  lading  spirit  in  promoting 
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community  improvement  in  civic  and  religious  life*  u  • 

,he  Academy  in  1842  In  1861  he  was  a  member  of  the  ^  found 
Legislature.  His  death  occurred  in  1872.  As  there  is  Vlrglnia  State 
ordination,  it  is  possible  that  he  declined  the  offir?°  Jec,°,rd  of  h>s 
elected.  nce  of  e,der  when 

COL.  ROBERT  G.  MILLER  —  was  made  an 
how  long  he  served  we  do  not  know.  der  ln  1859,  but 

DR.  GEORGE  MOFFETT  -  was  elected  an  ein 
seems  to  have  lived  only  a  few  years  after  his  ordinmSn1"  1859,  but 
SHERMAN  H.  CLARK  -  was  elected  in  1859  He 
of  New  England,  and  after  moving  to  Hillsboro  heram^  3  natlve 
leading  farmers  in  Pocahontas  County.  He  served  J  o™  , ne  of  the 
Grove  Church  forty-three  years,  dying  in  1901  He  was  a  ^  °/,°ak 
influence  and  usefulness  both  in  the  church  and  other  n,2J?  0fJarge 
Dr.  Matthew  Wallace  and  Edwin  Beard  were  elected  to  tK3^8, 
Ship  in  1868.  EDWIN  BEARD  -  son  of  Josiah  Beard  wj1!!6?"- 
forty-two  years  moving  m  1908  to  Culpepper,  Virginia  “  dder 

DR.  WALLACE  gave  active  service  for  twentv  nino 
until  death  in  1897.  twenty-nine  years,  or 

Three  elders  were  elected  in  1881:  John  Hansel  u/m- 
Beard,  and  Matthew  John  McNeel.  ’  W  iam  T. 

JOHN  HANSEL  —  moved  here  from  Highland 
Virginia.  After  a  few  years  he  moved  to  Rockbridge  Count v  h“  V’ 
Ernest  Hansel  is  a  Presbyterian  minister.  8  Unty*  H  s  son 

WILLIAM  T.  BEARD  —  son  of  Josiah  Beard  was  an  elder  her 
twenty-four  years,  dying  in  1905.  an  e  der  "ere 

In  Oak  Grove’s  entire  history  of  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  one  of  its  most  influential  elders  was  MATTHFW  ioum 
McNEEL  As  a  loyal  Southerner  he  followed Robert TuPSd 
Stonewall  Jackson  m  the  Confederate  Army.  He  was  regular  in  at  ten 
dance  upon  meetings  of  the  session,  and  of  Presbytefy  and  Synod 

t0  those  bodies>  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
School,  a  strong  supporter  and  promoter  of  the  Church’s  outnosi 

the'ch nrch * °i  * '  wa?  de^initely  interested  in  the  whole  program  of 

mon? Virginia hl‘S‘Th  M  l°  »n!?n  Theol°gical  Seminary,  Rich- 
ship  ’^  eift  of  /pnl  Ma^gfrfIt  Bel1  McNeel  Endowment  Scholar- 
ion ’fo?  fhl  ^ten1thousand  dolors  to  help  young  men  in  their  educa- 

died  in  1938  at  the  a^e  of  n*nety- 

an  elder  in  thi«:8heS  tbe  bonor  hav>ng  the  longest  term  of  service  as 
as  a  ruling  elder  °ak  Grove  Church  fifty-seven  years 

Grov^Chii^h^^  on-?  ^nd  Matthew  Ruckman  became  elders  in  Oak 
Jacob  Kin nicn  m  897.‘  ^r‘  ^innison  —  a  descendant  of  the  pioneer 
to  the  Semnd  *d  SCuVed  as  an  elder  until  1 907,  transferring  in  that  year 
MR  Rnrv«b^,erian  Church  °f  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
tersted  in  th*  i  r  ~  was  a  faithful  Presbyterian,  and  much  in- 
Thoma  ac  tbe  Sunday  School.  His  death  occurred  in  1911. 
MR  cv  •  bydenstricker  and  E.  H.  Moore  were  elected  in  1903. 
R  SVDENSTRICKER  -  a  nephew  of  Dr.  D.  S. 
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Sydcnstricker,  was  Clerk  of  the  Session  from  ion 
about  that  time  to  Greenbrier  County  3  to  1918  m 

MK.  MOORK  -  son  of  a  Method!,,  Minis, ,r  '  Vil'8 
church  by  certificate  in  1897.  After  teaching  for  a  m  mk  came  to  tu- 
engaged  in  farming  and  other  business.  He  was  _nUmb?r  of  year  lhl* 
about  1920,  when  he  moved  to  Florida  for  the  benefh'^  ?der  ti’niii 
He  died  in  Charleston,  W.  Va.  in  1924.  e  1  of  h‘s  health 

C.  J.  Stulting  and  M.  L.  Beard  became  Elders  her,  ■ 
CORNELIUS  JOHN  STULTING  -  a  native  of  uV9*2- 
reared  in  the  Reformed  Faith  of  the  Dutch  Church  wa,?and-  and 
the  County  Schools  of  Pocahontas.  He  died  in  , a  teacher  in 


Pnrit  <U11 

received  in  his  father’s  home.”  *  W1V  lan  Gaining 

OF  MR.  BEARD  —  son  of  William  T.  Beard  is  the  foil 
memorial  statement  in  the  sessional  records  of  this  church-  ««2 Cng 
Lee  Beard,  Sr.,  was  born  May  26,  1853,  and  fell  asleep  Mav 
at  the  age  of  84  years,  1 1  months,  and  16  days.  He  lived  a  lone  r' 
life  in  this  community.  He  united  with  the  Oak  Grove  Church 
fession  of  Faith  August  29,  1892.  He  was  elected  a  Deacon  on  the  . 
ond  Sunday  of  September  1894.  He  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School  on  April  28,  1900.  He  was  elected  and  ordained  2 
Elder  of  the  Oak  Grove  Church  May  19,  1912.”  Thus,  he  served  faith 
fully  for  twenty-six  years  in  this  office. 

In  1921  Summers  McNeel  and  Colbert  W.  Kinnison  were  elected 
Elders. 

SUMMERS  McNEEL  —  Thomas  Summers  McNeel  was  elected 
an  Elder  on  July  31,  1921.  Before  moving  to  Marlinton  in  the  fall  of 
1923  he  served  as  Clerk  of  Session  from  April  1,  1922  to  the  time  of 
moving.  A  lawyer,  he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Pocahontas  Coun¬ 
ty  from  1901  to  1905.  Born  in  1872  expiring  in  1950,  he  served  his 
church  country  and  county  with  dignity.  Mr.  McNeel  was  married  to 
Mary  Frances  McNulty.  One  daughter,  Nancy. 

r-k  w*  KINNISON  —  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  pioneer 

Charles  Kinnison,  was  elected  in  1921  and  served  until  his  death, 
September  28,  1959.  He  was  Clerk  of  Session  longer  than  anyone  else 
in  church  history,  serving  from  1928  until  1950. 

Wlln..  * ,  IRVINE  —  became  an  Elder  in  1924,  later  moving  to 

Huntington,  West  Virginia. 

Flderohb!^  ~  was  elected  and  ordained  to  the 

work  anHln  924,.**e  was  °ne  of  the  founders  of  the  Beard  Chapel 
work  and  was  active  in  its  Sunday  School. 

HENeRYewW«La^d  t0  the  Eldership  in  1930. 
served  his  church  fa'i*?!?  T  Was  eIected  Elder  January  5,  1930.  He 
day  School  Sunerin^rf1  y  £0r  many  years-  Serving  as  Assistant  Sun- 
School  Superintend  eac!ent  for  6  years  before  his  election  as  Sunday 

family  moved  to  LewishI  92u-He  Served  untiI  1942  when  he  and  hi* 
ovea  to  Lewisburg.  His  service  as  Elder  spanned  from  1930 
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,04-*  1046  until  his  death  November  9,  1951 .  He  was  elected  Clerk 
l°r  C'ssi'ou  June  18.  1950,  serving  until  his  death. 

°  '  uM  H.  CACKLEY  —  elected  January  5,  1930.  He  served  until 
,oss  when  his  health  became  poor.  He  died  August  16.  1967. 

HENRY  HARPER  BEARD  —  a  descendant  of  Josiah  Beard, 
horn  at  Beard.  West  Virginia  in  1905.  He  joined  Oak  Grove 
church  in  1917  and  was  elected  an  Elder  in  1930,  serving  until  1974. 

H  *  was  a  farmer,  taught  school  and  was  an  insurance  agent  with  State 
Farm  Insurance  Company  for  over  forty  years.  He  passed  away 

j unitary^. ^en  ^re  e|ecteci  jn  1938.  R.  Duncan  Moore  and  G. 

Cameron  Beard. 

ROBERT  DUNCAN  MOORE  —  moved  to  Stoney  Bottom  from 
Virginia  in  1900.  He  married  Eva  S.  McLaughlin  in  1903.  He  moved 
i  Beard  in  1908  and  to  Hillsboro  in  1918.  He  was  a  merchant  from 
1908  to  1951-  Mr.  Moore  served  Oak  Grove  Church  as  both  Deacon 

and  GEORGE  CAMERON  BEARD  —  was  elected  an  Elder  January 
30  1938  when  the  rotary  system  for  officers  was  first  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  18  to  17.  He  was  faithful  in  his  attendance  and  was  Treasurer 
of  the  Sunday  School  for  many  years.  At  his  death  he  left  a  legacy  to 
the  Church.  He  served  as  Deacon  beginning  in  1907.  He  died  June  8, 

19'°jn  i94i  Virgil  Beckett  and  John  O.  McNeel  were  chosen. 

VIRGIL  BECKETT  —  served  as  Elder  from  April  27,  1941,  until 
the  summer  of  1945  when  he  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  was  active 
in  all  church  work  serving  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and 
young  People’s  League  adviser.  While  living  here  he  was  a  grade 
school  principal. 

JOHN  OSBORNE  McNEEL  M.D.  —  was  ordained  April  27, 
1941.  During  WWII  he  served  in  Noth  Africa,  Sicily,  Italy,  and 
Austria  with  the  rank  of  Major.  After  the  war  he  practiced  in  Marlin- 
ton,  Lewisburg,  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  did  much 
work  on  the  McNeel  Family  Record.  He  died  June  19,  1957  of  ac¬ 
cidental  drowning. 

JACOB  MOFFETT  McNEEL  SR.  —  was  elected  an  Elder  April 
23,  1944,  having  served  as  Deacon  since  1938.  He  served  Oak  Grove 
Church  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Clerk  of  Session  and 
Chairman  of  the  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee.  He  served  Presbytery 
on  various  committees  and  commissions.  His  faithful  labors 
honored  in  April  1956  by  his  election  as  moderator  of  Greenbrier 
Presbytery.  Records  don’t  show  any  other  church  member  going  as 
commissioner  to  General  Assembly  until  he  was  elected  in  - 
again  in  1955.  He  died  February  19,  1959. 

April  28,  1946  John  S.  Kellison  and  Joel  P.  Beard  were  elec 

Elders.  f  h:, 

JOEL  P.  BEARD  —  was  an  active  church  member  most  o 

life.  He  was  elected  Trustee  of  Church  Property  in  19  -  Plected 
21  years  old.  He  was  elected  and  ordained  a  Deacon  in  1  -  » 
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and  ordained  an  Elder  in  1946.  He  served  as  Trustee  f0r  si 
Deacon  for  19  years  and  Elder  for  20  years.  A  farmer  bv  nr„V  year*. 
he  served  as  Sunday  School  Secretary.  He  died  May  2  io£:  si°n, 

JOHN  S.  KELLISON  —  served  from  1946  to  1971*  He  1 
church  as  Clerk  of  Session,  Pulpit  Nominating  Commit^ his 
delegate  to  Presbytery  and  Synod  meetings.  He  was  a  farmer  inn  and 
fessional  football  coach  and  scout.  In  failing  health  he  was  J?Pl r°* 
Elder  Emeritus  October  19,  1969  until  his  death  May  7,  1971  ected 

JOSEPH  WILSON  McNEEL  —  was  elected  April  25  1940 
ing  until  December  31,  1970.  He  was  a  kind,  sympathetic  n^' 
always  willing  to  do  his  part.  He  served  as  Clerk  of  Session  in  iqSa 
and  1961.  His  service  as  a  Deacon  extended  from  June  6,  1935 
April  26,  1942.  After  suffering  a  broken  hip  he  lived  his  later  davsi 
Denmar  Hospital,  being  elected  Elder  Emeritus  January  22,  I97g  i7 
died  August  31,  1983. 

CARL  G.  BEARD  —  was  elected  a  Deacon  in  Oak  Grove  Church 
on  April  25,  1946  and  was  elected  an  Elder  in  1948.  He  passed  awav 
February  3,  1949. 

KYLE  NICKELL  BEARD  —  was  elected  on  July  17,  1954  as 
Elder  having  served  as  Deacon  since  1924.  He  served  faithfully  in  the 
Beard  Chapel  until  its  closing  and  since  has  attended  Oak  Grove 
Church. 

CLARENCE  W.  BEARD  —  was  elected  July  17,  1954,  having 
served  as  a  Deacon  since  1935,  overseeing  much  of  the  church  work  as 
Chairman  of  The  Board  of  Deacons.  He  served  as  Elder  faithfully  as 
his  health  permitted,  leading  to  his  election  as  Elder  Emeritis  in 
November  1987. 

JACOB  MOFFETT  McNEEL  JR.  —  was  elected  Elder 

November  29,  1959,  after  serving  as  Deacon  since  1954.  He  has  served 
as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  from  1951  to  the  present  time. 
Other  services  rendered  were  Clerk  of  Session,  Sunday  School  teacher, 
Bible  School  planner,  member  of  The  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee, 
Christian  Education  Committee  and  choir.  He  served  on  Greenbrier 
Presbytery  Home  Mission  Committe,  Congregational  Care  commit¬ 
tee,  and  Commission  on  the  Minister.  In  1970  he  was  honored  as  com¬ 
missioner  to  the  General  Assembly  held  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  On 
September  25,  1973,  he  moderated  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  Green¬ 
brier  Presbytery.  He  serves  as  history  chairman  of  Bi-centennial 
Celebration. 

LLOYD  D.  PAYNE  —  was  born  at  Seebert,  West  Virginia,  July 
27  1902.  He  was  a  merchant  for  many  years.  He  served  Oak  Grove 
Church  as  both  Elder  in  1959  and  Deacon  and  was  Sunday  School 
reasurer  for  many  years.  He  was  elected  Elder  on  November  29, 1959 

daleSWVevaUntil  DeCember  31’  1979‘  He  died  MaV  28’  1986  al  Glen* 

enainS^rMfUEioS; HILL  ~  served  1968  to  1978.  He  was  a  retired 
and  his  wife  h&n  T^lephone  Company  from  Charleston,  W.  Va.  He 
involved  in  1  ?,home  here  and  were  active  in  the  church.  He  was 
a  e  Boy  Scout  work  and  was  instrumental  in  locating 
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Buckskin  Council  Seoul  Reservation  in  Pocahontas  County  His 
death  was  June  20,  1978. 

W.  SHERMAN  BEARD  —  was  elected  an  Elder  October  19 
IQ6Q.  having  served  as  Deacon  beginning  in  1954.  He  served  ablv  ac 
Church  Treasurer  from  January  1955  until  the  end  of  1987  During 
WW1I  he  served  his  country  as  a  bomber  pilot,  flying  many  missions 
over  Europe.  He  also  has  served  on  the  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee 
ind  as  Assistant  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

HUBERT  A.  LEWIS  —  was  born  at  Hillsboro,  West  Virginia 
April  13.  1904.  He  was  a  farmer  and  postal  clerk.  He  joined  Oak 
Grove  Church  at  an  early  age.  He  served  as  both  Elder  and  Deacon  as 
well  as  Sunday  School  Secretary.  He  was  elected  Elder  October  19 
1969.  He  was  made  Elder  Emeritus  in  November  1981. 

DHARL  DEVER  —  was  elected  Elder  November  1,  1971.  He 
represented  the  church  by  working  as  scoutmaster,  moving  his 
membership  in  1987  to  South  Carolina.  8 


WILLIAM  D.  MOORE  —  was  born  at  Beard,  West  Virginia  He 
attended  public  schools  and  graduated  from  Hillsboro  High  School 
Since  his  father’s  death  in  1951  he  has  operated  a  general  merchandise 
store  in  Hillsboro.  He  served  as  a  Deacon  prior  to  his  being  elected  an 
Elder  in  1972. 

HUBERT  SAMUEL  CALLISON  —  He  married  Virginia  Lee 
Beard  on  August  1,  1944  at  Oak  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  Hubert 
transferred  his  membership  to  Oak  Grove  from  Sharon  Methodist 
Church  in  1945.  He  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Deacons  in  1955  serv¬ 
ing  until  elected  an  Elder  on  December  29,  1974  under  present  plan  of 
rotation  of  elders  and  deacons.  Hubert  serves  faithfully  in  any  under¬ 
taking  for  the  church  and  in  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ. 

JAMES  K.  ROCK  —  was  born  at  Beard  West  Virginia 
November  15,  1906.  He  moved  to  Renick  in  1924  and  to  Hillsboro  in 
1929.  He  transferred  his  membership  from  Laurel  Hill  Presbyterian 
Church  to  Oak  Grove  in  1932.  He  worked  as  a  self  employed 
carpenter  and  for  the  Pocahontas  Board  of  Education  from  which  he 
retired  in  1972.  He  was  elected  Elder  on  December  29,  1974.  He  served 
as  both  Elder  and  Deacon,  attended  General  Assembly  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  in  1979  and  was  elected  Elder  Emeritus  in  September  1987.  He 
has  been  active  in  all  areas  of  church  work,  serving  as  Clerk  of  Ses¬ 
sion,  Sunday  School  Teacher,  Choir  Member  and  Church  Sexton. 

ALFRED  E.  McNEEL  —  served  from  1976  to  1979  after  serving 
erms  as  a  Deacon  for  22  years.  He  was  a  farmer  and  Clerk  of  the 
County  Court.  He  died  February  7,  1984. 

SAMUEL  E.  McNEEL  Sr.  —  was  elected  November  6,  1977  and 
served  as  Elder  only  two  years  in  Oak  Grove  after  having  been  ordain- 

fi  *nJ a*ea^1»  Fla-  He  also  served  this  church  as  a  Deacon,  first 
elected  in  1955.  He  died  April  8,  1980. 

VIRGINIA  CALLISON  —  served  a  one-year  term  as  Elder  being 
1  e  lrsI  wornan  to  be  elected  to  the  office  on  November  6,  1977.  The 
ugnter  of  Former  Elder  Joel  P.  Beard,  she  has  been  active  in  many 
C  urch  areas:  Historian,  Sunday  School  Teacher,  Circle  Chairman, 
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Church  Nominating  Committee  member  and  Women  of  the  Church 

PrCSTHOMAS  W.  VANREENEN  -  previously  served  as  Deacon 
prior  to  his  election  as  an  Elder  November  11,  1979.  He  served  as 
Clerk  of  Session  and  Sunday  School  Treasurer. 

LAWRENCE  WORKMAN  also  has  served  as  a  Deacon.  Elected 
an  Elder  November  11,  1979. 

WILDA  Y.  CHAPPELL  —  has  been  working  hard  takine 
pleasure  in  a  job  well  done.  She  was  the  first  woman  Deacon  in  1970 
first  woman  Clerk  of  Session,  a  choir  member,  and  president  of 
Women  of  the  Church.  She  was  elected  an  Elder  November  9,  1980 

DAVID  HYER  —  lived  in  the  area  while  Executive  Director  at 
The  Pearl  S.  Buck  Birthplace.  Early  in  1988  he  moved  his  church 
membership  back  to  Elkins.  He  was  elected  an  Elder  November  8, 
1981. 

JAMES  FLEMING  —  a  school  teacher,  presented  to  the  church  a 
great  gift,  making  and  installing  communion  cup  holders.  He  is  also  a 
choir  member.  He  was  elected  an  Elder  November  7,  1982,  after  hav¬ 
ing  served  as  a  Deacon. 

LOUISE  McNEEL  —  active  in  the  church  many  years  as  Sunday 
School  teacher,  Women  of  the  Church  President  and  Deacon.  Elected 
an  Elder  November  25,  1984. 

EUGENE  M.  SIMMONS  —  serves  as  county  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney,  is  active  in  helping  with  work  projects.  Elected  Elder  on 
November  25,  1984. 

JOEL  CALLISON  —  previously  a  Deacon  has  spearheaded 
details  of  work  camps  which  are  sponsored  by  Oak  Grove  Church. 
Elected  Elder  November  1986. 

LANTY  F.  McNEEL  —  owns  and  operates  the  farm  where 
pioneer  John  McNeel,  his  ancestor,  first  settled  in  Little  Levels  and 
built  the  White  Pole  Church  (Methodist).  He  was  elected  an  Elder 
November  1986. 

LINDA  HILL  VANREENEN  —  a  school  teacher,  church 

organist,  Sunday  School  teacher,  is  active  in  all  church  functions. 
Elected  an  Elder  November  1987. 

Presemly  the  active  Elders  serving  are  Wilda  Y.  Chappell,  Eugene 
M.  Simmons,  Lawrence  Workman,  Joel  Callison,  Lanty  F.  McNeel, 
Louise  McNeel,  James  Fleming,  J.  Moffett  McNeel  Jr.  and  Linda 
VanReenen. 


service  or  ueacoua-  "“•****  -  - - - - 

elected  and  ordained  any  Deacons  before  that  time,  or  whether  the 
responsibilities  of  the  diaconate  in  those  years  fell  wholly  upon  the 
FiHers  we  do  not  know.  But  beginning  near  the  Civil  War,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  until  the  present,  is  a  fair  record  of  the  election  and  ordination 
of  Deacons.  Given  as  follows,  are  their  names,  and  the  respective 
years  of  their  installation: 

. . Moffett  Beard 

Alvin  Clark 
Harmanus  Stulting 

1869  . Samuel  T.  Clark 

Robert  H.  Moffett 

1881 . C.  W.  Beard 

1894 . Matthew  Lee  Beard 

Thomas  A.  Sydenstricker 

1907  . Cameron  Clark 

Plummer  Beard 
George  Cameron  Beard 
W.  M.  Irvine 

1912 . S.  E.  McNeel 

L.  P.  McLaughlin 
C.  F.  Stulting 

1924  . Kyle  Beard 

Andrew  Mclaughlin 

1927 . G.  B.  Bartholomew 

Joel  P.  Beard 

1929 . R.  D.  Moore 

John  May 
W.  D.  Clark 

1935  . Clarence  Beard 

Joseph  W.  McNeel 
Clarence  Dorman 

1938  . Eric  S.  Clutter 

J.  Moffett  McNeel,  Sr. 
Preston  McLaughlin 

1944  . Richard  H.  Balzer 

1946  . William  Moore 

Wilmer  Ruckman 
Carl  G.  Beard 

1948 . James  K.  Rock 

John  S.  Chappell 
Houston  Simmons 
Marvin  Doss 

The  latest  change  in  the  term  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  was  made 
in  1984  to  conform  with  the  Book  of  Order.  At  the  present  time  there 


are  nine  deacons  on  the  Board.  Elections  arc  held  annu  ti 
of  three  years  and  a  person  can  serve  for  two  cons  f°r  a term 
(aggregate  of  six  years)  then  must  be  off  the  Board 
year  before  being  eligible  to  be  re-elected.  at  least  0n„ 

In  1970  Wilda  Y.  Chappell  was  the  first  woman  to  h 
the  diaconate.  Sue  Hollandsworth  became  the  first  w  C  6  ecled  to 
Moderator  of  the  Board  in  this,  our  Bicentennial  year  °man  to  be 
Since  1948  an  additional  47  persons  have  faithfully 
church  as  deacons.  Listed  below  are  their  names  with  they  Served  the 
first  installation  as  deacons.  year  °f  their 
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1954  . 

A|^dED^°ne 

1955  . 

J.  MoffettMcNee!  j>S 
W.  Sherman  Beard 

1956 . 

Samuel  E.  McNeel  Sr 

1958  . 

Jesse  Ray 

T  /~i  o  .  J 

1959 . 

1960  . 

Forrest  L.  Beard 
^  ... 

1961  . dinner  ramson 

1962  . 

1963  . vv  imam  ratton 

1964  . George  Spencer 

1966.... 

Glenn  Cook 

n«..  \  m  rr 

1967  .  . i\ay  mciveever 

1970... 

Randall  H.  Price 

\\  71 1  J  _  xr  /-u  it 

1972  . . 

John  L.  Hilleary 

1973. 

1975.  . 

Paul  E.  Hilleary 

U, . I _ a.  \  r_  n _ 

1976  . 

1978  . 

Thomas  W.  VanReenen 

1981 . 

. Nora  Lou  Workman 

John  R.  LaRue 
William  S.  Beard  Jr. 

Donald  K.  Sharp 

W' 

tO 

8 


S 

s< 

b 

b 

L 

C 

c 

1 

c 

tl 

a 

n 

N 

v 

S 

a 


a 

t! 

S 

a 

ti 

S 

a 

E 

E 

fi 

S 

J 

a 

S 


---i  ' 

HSfi 2T- 
o:'lz2: 
HDer 
NfcVs 
Reri: 
lierscc 

Ic&z 

AcStz 

rbe* 

Lrt* 

vd* 

&& 

S& 


1983  . - .  .  Larry  Simmons 

Virginia  M.  Kinnison 
Mary  Dever 

1985  . . Charles  VanReenan 

Samuel  E.  McNeel  Jr. 
Janet  McNeel 

1986  .  R.  Lynn  Randolph 

1987  . Sue  Hollandsworth 


1988  - - - -  •  ■  •  •'•••  •  •  . . ;  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  Sally  Nottingham 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  in  1988  are:  Sue  Hollands- 
worth,  Moderator;  Donald  K.  Sharp,  Donald  E.  McNeel,  Larry  Sim¬ 
mons,  Virginia  Kinnison,  Charles  VanReenen,  Samuel  E.  McNeel  Jr 
R.  Lynn  Randolph  and  Sally  Nottingham. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK 

The  heart  of  the  church’s  program  of  religious  education  is  in  its 
Sunday  School  work,  and  that  feature  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  the  church’s  life  here.  The  first  Sunday  School  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Oak  Grove  congregation  seems  to  have  been  conducted 
by  Sampson  L.  Matthews  who  studied  under  Dr.  John  McElhenney  of 
Lewisburg.  He  married  Nancy  Edgar,  daughter  of  Thomas  Edgar  of 
Greenbrier  County.  They  settled  on  the  Swago  Farm  in  Pocahontas 
County,  and  there,  according  to  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Price,  in  the  summers  of 
1826  and  1827,  conducted  a  Sabbath  School  in  their  home  for  the 
children  in  their  community  and  of  adjacent  communities.  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thews  opened  the  school  at  10:00  A.M.,  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Bible 
and  offering  prayer.  Then  followed  morning  classes  with  recess  at 
noon,  and  two  or  three  hours  of  class  work  in  the  afternoon,  Mrs. 
Matthews  doing  most  of  the  teaching.  Evidently  this  Sabbath  School 
was  much  like  that  of  Robert  Raikes,  founder  of  the  modern  Sunday 
School.  In  Raikes’  Sabbath  School  in  England  in  1783,  both  the  Bible 
and  secular  texts  were  studied. 

In  was  written  that  those  worshipping  in  the  old  “Brick  Church” 
at  the  Cemetery,  spoke  of  the  flourishing  Sunday  School  conducted 
there.  When  the  church  was  moved  into  the  village  of  Hilsboro,  the 
Sunday  School  continued  to  be  a  source  of  strength  to  the  church’s  life 
and  work  in  the  frame  building  and  in  the  present  building.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  church  records  do  not  carry  the  names  of  the  Sunday 
School  Officers  until  about  1880.  Since  then  the  following  have  served 
as  Superintendent:  Matthew  L.  Beard,  Sherman  H.  Clark,  Edwin  L. 
Beard.  E.  I.  Holt,  T.  A.  Sydenstricker,  Henry  W.  Beard,  Virgil 
Beckett,  J.  Moffett  McNeel  Sr.,  and  J.  Moffett  McNeel  Jr.  The 
following  have  served  as  Assistant  Superintendent:  M.  J.  McNeel,  D. 
S.  Sydenstricker,  D.D.,  George  B.  Bartholomew,  Henry  W.  Beard, 
Joseph  W.  McNeel,  Harold  Hulbert,  Richard  Balzar,  James  K.  Rock 
and  W.  Sherman  Beard.  Secretaries  have  been:  C.  J.  Stulting,  J.  A. 
Sydenstricker,  J.  Moffett  McNeel  Sr.,  Richard  McNeel,  Preston 
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McLaughlin,  I  loyd  Payne,  and  Hubert  Lewis.  Treasure  . 
Beard.  C.  E.  Beard,  G.  C.  Beard,  J.  Moffett  McNeel  irs:c^-  L 
McNeel  Sr.,  Lloyd  Payne  and  Thomas  VanReenan.  ’  Sarnuei 

Some  pastors  have  placed  more  emphasis  than  others  on  c 
School  work.  But  the  School  continues  and  strengthens  und^ 
leadership  of  Clay  Macaulay  and  a  Christian  Education  Comm'  lhe 
Present  officers  and  teachers  of  Oak  Grove  Sunday  Scho  |Uee' 
Superintendent,  J.  Moffett  McNeel  Jr.;  Assistant  Superintend  3re: 
W.  Sherman  Beard  and  James  K.  Rock;  Secretary,  Hubert  t  Cn.s’ 
Treasurer,  Thomas  VanReenen;  Teachers,  Adult  Class,  Virginia?*’ 
nison,  James  K.  Rock,  Mabel  McNeel,  Virginia  Callison  and  J  Mf‘ 
fett  McNeel,  Jr.;  Young  Adult  Class,  Clay  and  Pam  Macaulay  Lind 
VanReenen,  and  Donald  and  Sharon  Sharp;  Senior  Class,  Donald 
McNeel  and  Janet  McNeel;  Junior  Class,  Jenny  Rose  and  Rare 
McNeel;  Primary  Class,  Sue  Hollandsworth  and  Sandra  Simmons" 
Beginners  Class,  Linda  Simmons  and  Karen  McNeel.  s’ 
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VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOLS 

Bible  School  has  been  a  hand  in  hand  endeavor  of  the  Sunday 
School  for  many  years.  Attendance  in  July  1936  was  listed  as  65.  ln 
the  1940’s  and  ’50’s  Bible  schools  were  held  at  Beard  Chapel  and 
Caesar  Mt.  as  well  as  Oak  Grove.  About  1965  Bible  School  was  chang¬ 
ed  from  daytime  to  evenings  so  more  adults  could  give  of  their  time 
thus  we  started  having  an  adult  class  usually  taught  by  the  pastor’. 
These  Bible  Schools  are  conducted  for  the  children,  young  people  and 
adults  and  provide  an  intensive  study  of  the  Bible,  hymns,  Catechisms 
and  Beliefs. 


YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  WORK 

,  S°™er  [°rm  young  people’s  work  has  been  conducted  since 
about  1915  by  volunteer  leaders  and  pastors.  For  a  while  Christian  En- 

fohnwpHyPn  °J  W?rk  "I35  done-  Later  the  Kingdom  Highways  plan  was 
many  vtr  kn0Wn  as  The  Young  People’s  League.  Now  for 

Many  oiSSanH*  “  kn°Wn  by  Presbyterian  Youth  Fellowship, 
such  as  leadino8  and  worthwhile  projects  have  been  undertaken, 
church  pronertv8^^1!-118  fW°rship’  baskets  for  shut-ins,  cleaning 
and  Christmas  caroling1118  ^  UNICEF’  community  Easter  egg  hunt 

functions  as*' Preshvt?8^ ' Cti localiy>  some  have  attended  other 
treats,  and  conferences  A?vi*0r  Delegates>  Youth  camps, 

tended  Presbytery’s  Pion^  r*  buiJdred  twenty-five  young  people  at- 
ay  of  interaction  and  insn!rat°nC  f VC  at  °ak  Grove  in  May  1954,  a 
as  one  of  the  instructed  HeT  f°r-the  youth'  Rev-  J-  K-  Fleming 
Inei96  m,nister  at  Greenville,  W.  Va.  at 

Of  ^rnHi^enJByrd)r a„bd  (,Dr,  lrvine  Prather  were 
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In  1962  (Dr.)  Irvine  Prather  served  as  Moderator  of  Presbytery 

V0Ut!n<"  1966 "  Kathy  Beard  (Blough)  served  as  editor-historian  of 
Presbytery  Youth  Council  and  in  1968  she  served  as  Moderator  of  the 
Vouth  Council.  She  also  was  re-elected  that  year,  because  of  her 
leadership,  to  represent  the  Presbyterian  Youth  Council  at  High 
School  Week  at  The  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

In  1972  Susan  Chappell  (Flaim)  attended  the  Youth  Christian 
Movement,  Expo  72  in  Dallas,  Texas.  This  movement  was  a  forerun¬ 
ner  of  Key  73,  a  continental  wide  evangelistic  movement  to  bring 


Christ  to  everyone. 

In  June  1987  Oak  Grove  was  honored  to  have  Charles  Andrew 
McNeel  selected  Presbytery’s  Youth  Advisory  Delegate  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church  USA  held  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  He  served 
on  the  Budget  and  Finance  committees,  an  important  committee  re¬ 
quiring  many  long  hours  of  work. 

In  1988  Mattie  Scott  and  Dennis  VanReenan  attended  a  “Faith 
and  Arts  Media  Expression”  conference  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  It 
was  sponsored  by  the  Presbyteries  in  the  Svnod  of  the  Trinity. 

In  the  program  and  activities  of  young  people’s  work  are  good 
opportunities  for  training  in  the  devotional  life  and  personal  initiative 
and  responsibility. 


WOMEN’S  WORK 

The  Women’s  Work  constitutes  a  great  spiritual  arm  in  the  work 
of  Oak  Grove  Church.  This  department  has  developed  through  several 
types  of  organization.  So  far  as  we  know,  the  first  organized  women’s 
work  in  this  Church  was  in  1902. 

LADIES’  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

This  was  “The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society.”  The  first  President 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Edgar  (Mrs.  H.  W.  McNeel).  First  Secretary,  Miss 
Anna  Wallace.  First  Treasurer,  Nora  Herold.  The  society  had  as  its 
goal  each  year  the  contribution  of  $24.00  to  Mrs.  Carrie  Stulting 
Sydenstricker  to  be  used  for  Mission  work  in  China. 

LADIES’  AID  SOCIETY  —  In  1905  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  was 
formed.  Data  seems  to  be  lacking  as  to  names  of  the  first  officers  and 
charter  members.  But  it  is  known  that  this  society  was  an  active  agen¬ 
cy  in  promoting  and  supporting  the  church  building  project  of  1910 
and  1911.  Serving  at  one  time  or  another  as  president  were,  Mrs. 
Mollie  Beard,  and  Mrs.  Preston  Clark. 

THE  WOMEN’S  AUXILIARY  —  These  two,  The  Ladies’  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  and  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  continued  to  function 
separately  through  the  years  until  the  final  merger  into  the  Assembly’s 
Plan  of  Women’s  Work.  This  came  about  in  July  1921,  the  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Johnson,  presiding  over  a  meeting  of  the  Oak  Grove 
women.  The  Auxiliary  Plan  was  adopted  and  put  into  effect.  The 

"*7 


women  of  Oak  Grove  Church  were  divided  into  circles,  and  seen** 
were  appointed  to  promote  among  the  women  the  various  ok** 
causes.  The  following  women  were  present:  Mrs.  L.  P.  McLan  u,rch 
Mrs.  T.  S.  McNeel,  Miss  Anna  Wallace,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Kinnison 
Verdie  B.  Mann,  Miss  Minnie  Beard,  Miss  Eva  Beard  (Mrs  p  rs- 
Clutter),  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Beard,  Mrs.  Preston  Clark,  and  Mrs  H 
McNeel.  The  first  president  was  Mrs.  L.  P.  McLaughlin.  Circies  w 
formed  as  follows:  two  circles  at  Hillsboro,  and  one  each  at  Mill  p  • 
and  Beard  Chapel.  Later  a  circle  was  maintained  for  a  while  on  Cae'111 
Mountain.  The  first  circle  chairmen  were:  Mrs.  T.  S.  McNeel,  Mrs  %c 
W.  Kinnison,  Mrs.  Lanty  McNeel,  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Beard.’ In  19V; 
The  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  Greenbrier  Presbytery  held  its  annual  se 
sion  in  this  church. 

In  additon  to  the  regular  routine  matters,  good  progress  was 
made  in  several  other  features  to  which  the  women  gave  special  em¬ 
phasis.  One  was  a  School  of  Missions  conducted  for  several  years  din¬ 
ing  the  Foreign  Mission  season.  Another  was  the  “Lord’s  Acre  Plan’’ 
in  behalf  of  building  repairs  and  improvements.  Twice  during  the 
years  1946  and  1947  the  women  under  the  session’s  approval,  spon¬ 
sored  a  Visitation  Evangelism  Program.  The  results  were  approx¬ 
imately  30  additions  to  the  church,  42  being  received  during  that  entire 
year.  A  splendid  feature  of  the  Women’s  work  has  been  their  promo¬ 
tion  of  benevolent  contributions.  Through  their  good  observance  of 
the  special  seasons  for  the  causes,  their  devotion  to  the  wider  work  of 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  their  spirit  of  sacrificial  giving,  most  of 
the  credit  in  this  church  should  go  to  its  women  for  the  several  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  given  annually  for  benevolent  work.  The  following  have 
served  as  president  of  the  Auxiliary:  Mrs.  L.  P.  McLaughlin,  Mrs.  H. 
W.  McNeel,  Mrs.  T.  S.  McNeel,  Miss  Anna  Wallace,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Clut¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Frank  K.  Johnston,  Mrs.  John  K.  Fleming,  Mrs.  George  B. 

Bartholomew,  Mrs.  J.  Moffett  McNeel,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  H.  Harper 
Beard.  v 


WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 

A bou i  1951  i he  name  ol  the  organization  was  changed  m  “tk 
Women  of  the  Church”  or  “W.O.C.”  ranged  to  The 

Service  projects  have  been:  World  Mission’s,  Least  Coin 
in*.  Davis  Stuarl  School,  joy  Gift,  Mission  Court,  International  stu 
den,  Fund,  B.rlhday  Offering,  Overseas  Clothing  and  Relief  Services' 
White  Cross,  Shut-ms  (both  common, ty  and  in  nursing  homes)  and 
college  students  from  our  church.  and 

For  several  years  in  the  I950's  the  Sunday  School  rooms  were  us 
ed  for  a  well-baby  clm.c  served  by  a  pediatrician  and  county  health 
nurse.  The  women  of  the  church,  along  with  the  Methodist  women 
served  as  volunteers.  umen 

In  1962  three  of  our  ladies  completed  terms  of  office  on  th. 
Presbyterial  level:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beard,  as  president,  Mrs  Marv 
Alice  Beard,  as  corresponding  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Elma  McNeel 
chairman  of  finance  committee.  1963  saw  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beard  11 
parliamentarian  and  Mrs.  Mabel  McNeel  recording  secretary  of 
Presbyterial.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beard  served  a  term  as  Synodical  Vi ce 
President.  Mrs  Mary  Hilleary,  Mrs.  Cleatrice  McLaughlin  Mrs" 
Elizabeth  Beard  and  Mrs.  Helen  Painter  have  served  as  WOf 
Chairman  of  District  3  of  Greenbrier  Presbytery.  Oak  Grove  ladies 
have  entertained  Presbyterial  in  1920,  1932,  1946,  1960,  1966  and 

The  following  have  been  president  of  W.O.C.:  Mrs  Marv  K 
Beard,  Mrs  Mary  M.  Hilleary,  Mrs.  Annie  Frances  Rock,  Mrs' 
Virginia  Callison,  Mrs.  Elma  McNeel,  Mrs.  Nelle  Lewis,  Mrs.  Wilda 
Chappell,  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Beard,  Mrs.  Louise  McNeel,  Mrs  Linda 
VanReenen,  Mrs.  Karen  McNeel,  and  Mrs.  Sandra  Simmons’ 

And  in  llJIS  year  of  1988  there  is  yet  another  name  change,  to 
Presbyterian  Women.  The  president  is  Mrs.  Helen  Fleming 

An  important  activity,  keeping  records,  has  been  done  by  the 
Historians.  The  first  we  have  any  record  of  is  Miss  Minnie  Wallace. 

^i  e,,1St^ianSr-(°  0Wing  her  were:  Mrs<  A&nes  Cackley,  Mrs.  Eva 
Clutter  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beard,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Feagans  Patton,  Mrs. 

Helen  Painter,  Miss  Arberta  Shields,  Mrs.  Mary  Hilleary,  Mrs. 
Virginia  Callison,  Mrs.  Katherine  Beard  and  Mrs.  Carolyn  Randolph. 

Over  the  years  some  money  making  projects  have  been  under- 
a  en  with  the  money  realized  being  used  for  church  or  manse  repairs 
and/or  needed  fixtures. 

God  is  at  the  center  of  what  we  as  Presbyterian  Women  attempt 
o  (^  working  at  our  local  level  to  spread  the  Gospel  near  and  far. 
;  ur  Circle  Bible  lessons  are  a  learning  experience  in  God’s  truth  and 
grace,  as  we  meet  each  month  for  prayer,  study  and  fellowship. 
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HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 
WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 

An  Honorary  Life  Membership  in  the  Women  of  the  Chur  h 
Presbyterian  Church,  (USA)  is  conferred  upon  an  individual  " 
recognition  of  faithful  service  in  some  area  of  the  Church’s  work  7 
was  begun  in  1925  or  1926.  Past  W.O.C.  presidents,  leaders,  teachers 
officers,  pastors,  and  missionaries  have  been  among  recipients  Th 
church  group  desiring  to  confer  this  honor  is  asked  to  send  a  fee  to  the 
Office  of  Women,  General  Assembly  Mission  Board.  The  honoree  is 
then  eligible  to  receive  a  pin  and  a  certificate.  Funds  derived  from 
Honorary  Life  and  Memorial  Memberships  are  used  in  special  pro¬ 
jects  of  leader  development  of  women.  These  funds  which  come  from 
honoring  the  Christian  service  of  women  in  a  very  real  sense  extend 
their  life  of  service  by  helping  other  women  grow  in  Christian  faith 
and  commitment  as  they  learn  to  use  the  skills  God  has  given  them. 

Oak  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  has  bestowed  this  honor  upon 
several  members.  The  presentation  was  usually  made  in  an  ap¬ 
propriate  ceremony,  listing  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  honoree. 
The  recipients  are: 

Rachel  Ann  Edgar  McNeel,  Dec.  1960. 

Phamie  Brown  Gardien,  Jan.  1969. 

Lida  McNeel  Bartholomew,  Nov.  1970. 

Mamie  Cackley  Beard,  Nov.  1974. 

Lucy  Price  McLaughlin  Beard,  May  1976. 

Mattie  Winlock  Arbuckle,  Nov.  1976. 

Louise  Barlow  McNeel,  Oct.  1979. 

Wilda  Young  Chappell,  May  1980. 

Annie  Frances  Harper  Rock,  Sept.  1981. 

Elizabeth  Clark  Beard  was  presented  a  life  membership  by  Green¬ 
brier  Presby trial  in  September  1962,  upon  completion  of  her  term  as 
president  of  Greenbrier  Presbyterial. 


/'ROUNDS  AND  BUILDINGS  —  The  fact  is  pretty  well 
hKslicd  that  during  its  first  forty  years,  this  Church  owned  neither 
n'0r  .  building.  Both  Mrs.  Yeager  and  Dr.  Price  in  their  accounts 
•'  early  life  of  Oak  Grove  Church,  state  that  during  those  years 
0  -h jug  services  were  held  in  the  homes  of  its  members  —  especially 
Tthe  Poages,  Beards,  McNeels,  and  others.  Since  the  Methodist  con- 
m  citation  had  a  house  of  worship  some  years  earlier  than  did  the 
Presbyterians,  it  is  possible  that  the  Oak  Grove  congregation  held 
some  of  its  early  services  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  Church  grounds  have  been  kept  over  the  years  but  the  aging 
process  has  taken  its  toll  on  the  maple  trees.  Oak  trees  are  being  set 
out  in  the  hope,  that  in  a  few  years,  the  name  “Oak  Grove  Church” 
will  again  be  correct.  New  shrubbery  was  planted  in  1986.  Gutters  and 
downspouts  were  also  put  on  the  building  that  year.  Railings  have 
been  placed  on  the  steps  and  in  1987  a  long  awaited  wheel  chair  ramp 
was  constructed.  Also,  in  1987  the  porte-cochere  (carriage  porch) 
which  had  been  torn  down  a  number  of  years  ago  was  rebuilt  at  the 
north  entrance  to  the  church  to  restore  the  original  look. 


THE  “BRICK  CHURCH”  —  In  1828  a  lot  was  obtained  in  a 
large  oak  grove  where  the  Oak  Grove  Cemetery  now  is.  and  there  the 
“Brick  Church”  as  it  was  called,  was  erected.  In  Deed  Book  1  in 


Pocahontas  County  Court  House  is  a  record  of  this  gift  of  Jan.  8, 
1828:  “William  Poage,  Grantor  to  John  Jordan,  William  T.  Callison, 
John  Baxter,  Josiah  Beard,  Moses  H.  Poage,  and  Samuel  D.  Poage  . . 

Trustees  to  the  Brick  Church  about  to  be  built  and  occupied  as  a 
Presbyterian  Meeting  House  .  .  .  doth  grant  and  convey  unto  the 
Trustees  aforesaid  one  acre  and  one  fourth  part  of  an  acre.”  At  the 
time  of  this  construction  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  from 
“The  Little  Levels  Church”  to  “The  Oak  Grove  Church.” 
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THE  WOODEN  BUILDING  —  Some  time  after  the  Civil  War, 
probably  in  the  1870’s  use  of  the  old  “Brick  Church”  was  discon¬ 
tinued  because  of  a  crack  in  the  wall  which  made  it  unsafe.  The 
Methodists  kindly  offered  the  use  of  their  church  basement,  and  there 
the  Presbyterians  worshipped  until  the  new  building  could  be  erected. 
In  1880  Sherman  H.  Clark  gave  one  acre  in  a  beautiful  maple  grove  in 
the  heart  of  Hillsboro,  and  on  that  lot  a  frame  structure  was  erected. 
Having  torn  down  the  “Brick  Church,”  bricks  from  the  old  building 
were  used  in  constructing  the  basement  and  flues  of  the  new  house  of 
worship. 
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THE  PRESENT  BUILDING  —  On  August  8,  1909,  in  a  Con¬ 
gregational  Meeting  moderated  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Sydenstricker,  D  D 
“It  was  decided  without  a  dissenting  vote  to  build  a  church  costing  not 
less  than  five  thousand  dollars.  The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Johnson  was 
directed  to  begin  a  canvass  for  funds  at  once.”  In  a  congregational 
meeting  March  6,  1910,  it  was  “decided  to  adopt  plans  for  a  brick 
building  as  designed  by  Mr.  D.  Wiley  Anderson,  of  Richmond, 
Virginia.  The  following  Building  Committee  was  appointed  with  the 
understanding  that  all  funds  be  raised  before  the  contract  for  building 
is  let:  M.  J.  McNeel,  M.  L.  Beard,  E.  H.  Moore,  M.  Wallace,  S.  E. 
McNeel,  T.  A.  Sydenstricker,  and  J.  C.  Johnson.”  During  the  period 
of  construction  the  Presbyterian  congregation  conducted  its  worship 
services  and  other  meetings  in  the  Methodist  Church.  By  1911  the 
Church  had  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $13,000.00  and  was 
dedicated.  In  1940  the  old  slate  roof  was  torn  off,  and  a  new  metal 
roof  put  on  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $850.00.  In  1942  the 
$429  00  Um  WaS  re^asterec*  an<^  wo°d  work  revarnished  at  a  cost  of 

Over  the  years  the  church  building  has  been  maintained  and  im¬ 
proved  to  make  it  a  more  usable  and  comfortable  place  in  which  to 
worship.  Many  hours  of  loving  work  have  been  provided  by  members 
and  friends  to  keep  the  building  upgraded. 

In  1952  a  73  foot  well  was  drilled  and  by  1956  the  water  system 
was  completed,  and  the  kitchen  moved  to  the  main  floor.  Cabinets 
were  installed  in  the  kitchen  in  1965  and  a  new  refrigerator  purchased 
in  1987.  Carpet  was  placed  in  the  sanctuary  in  1961  and  the  heating 
system  upgraded.  However,  the  two  oil  furnaces  were  not  bought  until 
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19<W.  Storm  windows  and  insulation  have  made  the  build- 

and  easier  to  heat,  l.exan  was  put  over  the  stained  alaw  ID-8 ?armcr 

1980  as  protection  for  the  glass  as  well  as  insulation  lndovvs  in 

Within  the  walls  of  these  three  structures  —  the  “Brick  c\ 
the  wooden  building,  and  the  present  building,  a  goodly  numh^’” 
staled  meetings  of  Greenbrier  Presbytery  have  been  held  p°if 
Meetings  of  Presbytery  were  held  here  in  1838,  1843  1854  'i£?il 
1877,  1888,  1904,  1911,  1918,  and  1926.  A  two  day  meeting  was  heM 
in  the  Spring  of  1942  and  again  in  the  Spring  of  1950.  A  called  meetin 
was  held  in  February  of  1953,  the  Winter  meeting  in  1957,  the  Spring 
meeting  in  1960  and  the  Winter  meeting  of  1966.  ’  g 

The  last  Presbytery  meeting  held  in  Oak  Grove  Church  was  the 
final  meeting  of  the  original  Greenbrier  Presbytery,  held  September 
25,  1973.  This  meeting  was  moderated  by  J.  Moffett  McNeel,  Jr.  The 
Synod  of  West  Virginia  held  its  stated  meeting  here  in  the  Fall  of  1933. 

OAK  GROVE  CEMETERY  —  Since  discontinuance  of  the 
“Brick  Church,”  the  original  Poage  Grant  of  1828  is  now  used  entire¬ 
ly  for  burial  purposes,  and  is  known  as  “The  Oak  Grove  Cemetery.” 
It  is  used  by  people  of  all  denominations  throughout  the  community, 
and  of  some  adjacent  communities.  In  1948  an  Oak  Grove  Cemetery 
Association  was  set  up  by  The  Session  for  the  Cemetery’s  maintenance 
and  improvement,  this  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Trustees  of  Oak  Grove  Church. 


THE  OAK  GROVE  MANSE  —  For  a  hundred  years  a?Grove 
rangements  have  been  such  that  the  Minister  owever  that 

Church  could  live  here  in  Hillsboro.  It  seems  doub  .  ..  w  ’  part 
the  church  owned  a  house  for  the  Minister  prior  to  t 
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,f  the  property,  where  the  manse  now  is,  was  acquired  hv  ,u  u 
®s  J  gift  from  Samuel  D.  Poage.  This  consisted  of  one  ac^^!] 
hfiildings  for  the  Presbyterian  Parsonage  in  Hillsboro  Ho,  r3nd 
donation  being  Dec.  16,  1869  In  1881  several  more  acre’s  were  adH^ 
to  the  manse  property  through  donation  by  Charles  W  Beard  and  K-d 
wife.  About  1890,  or  near  that  date,  the  old  manse  a  loo  d  hls 
was  torn  down,  and  the  present  building  was  erected  8  tructure> 
Over  the  years  the  manse  has  been  improved  thro.’.oh 
ed  efforts  of  the  Women  of  the  Church,  the  Circles  andth^  n  °m5in‘ 
Deacons.  Also,  gifts  have  been  received  from  various  individ^  °f 
1953  a  new  roof  was  put  on  and  spouting  added  alono  7  Ua  s'  In 
dows  and  cabinets  in  the  kitchen.  The  next  year  a  dnwtt  newLwln* 
room  was  added.  In  1955  an  oil  furnace  was  installed  air?  bath- 

were  purchased  in  1957  and  1965.  In  1959  a  new  earaee  °rmuWl.ndows 
cost  of  $1,125.21  with  the  driveway  paved  in  I9688  aT  ^  for  a 
carpet  was  installed  in  the  living  room  and  downstairs  hn  Vear 
Aluminum  siding  was  put  on  the  manse  in  1978  n  s  hallway. 
While  the  pulpit  was  vacant  in  1984  and  1985  w  °rl $6’50°. 
Deacons  spent  many  hours  working  at  the  manse  to  ii,  •,  V*C*  and 
for  a  new  minister.  In  1986  the  manse  was  ™onnec  °d  t  ‘  ?llreftarbi*h«» 
sewerage  system  and  some  new  shrubbery  was  clamed  h  ^  t0wn 
Pam  Macaulay.  A  chain  link  fence  was  put  around  he  hy  ?ay  and 
1987  and  some  additional  shrubbery  planted  d  the  back  yard  in 
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1848 


1858 


Name 

. ;  •  •  •  John  Jordan 

William  T.  Callison 
John  Baxter 
Josiah  Beard 
Moses  H.  Poage 
Samuel  D.  Poage 

. .  D.  Johnson 

Henry  M.  Moffett 
James  Miller 

. William  F.  Shanklin 

Col.  Paul  McNeel 
William  T.  Beard 
R.  G.  Miller 


1906 


1910 

1913 

1923 

1948  . 

1950 


. TAs,ft> 

J.W> 

E.l.^ 

(For  Seebert)  c'  j  ^tcNeS 

. .  A.  Sydens& 

«aud^tut; 

*■  Safes 

. 

F.  Stutling 
J°elP-  Beard 

c  uCwlG,Beard 

. (For  Beard  Chapel)  R  ^^eard 

(For  Beard  Chapel)  John  Gray  Hamrick 
(For  Beard  Chapel)  John  V.  May 

. JoelP.  Beard 

Carl  G.  Beard 

G.  C.  Beard 
W.  S.  Beard 

. Clarence  W.  Beard 

Kyle  N.  Beard 


Alfred  E.  McNeel 
Joel  P.  Beard 
W.  Sherman  Beard 

1 967  . Clarence  W.  Beard 

Kyle  N.  Beard 
Alfred  E.  McNeel 
John  S.  Chappell 
W.  Sherman  Beard 

1984  . Clarence  W.  Beard 

Kyle  N.  Beard 
Joel  S.  Callison 
John  S.  Chappell 
W.  Sherman  Beard 

When  Northern  and  Southern  Presbyterians  reunitea,  the  Book 
of  Order  maintains  that  the  active  elders  would  also  serve  as  tru^tee^’ 
so  to  comply,  this  was  done  in  a  congregational  meeting  November  > 
1984. 
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OAK  GROVE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  CHOIR 

In  research  prior  to  the  1988  Bicentennial,  music  was  found  to  b 
an  important  part  of  Oak  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  Services  fror 
the  beginning,  but  we  can  find  no  written  records  before  192c 
However,  ,n  talking  with  some  of  the  members,  we  have  determine' 
that  Eva  Moore,  Emma  C.  Beard  Marv  Beard  Inhn!„ 

'tmChv'MN  T"  ChUrCh  °rganists  at  variouTiime": 

rhJr  '  D°r0thy  McNeei  was  made  Chairman  of  Music  ''Th 

throughoutTyear.Tnd T 
Hymns  and  Anthems.”  (Quote)  g  made  ts  work  0 

music  in°  th  e^  SibJicSchool^! Sy  s  tem.^  t0  Charleston  where  she  taugh 

able  leadership  R°Hn Blazer W3S-  purchased»  “under  th. 
contributions  of  the  Church  Thp  q*S  c.ommittee*”  and  thegenerou: 
early  in  November  with  Vt/m  Sf,rvice  of  Dedication  took  plac< 

prgamst.  lt  was  sa[d  to  Lavt^been  5."?"  °f  Charleston  a: 

assemble  in  our  church.”  e  l^e  *ar£est  crowds  ever  tc 

musJtaOakGrave^S  EvaV^'0  P'aCeS  in  ‘“dership  in 
ha  Ann  Edgar  and  “Peggy’’  McNee?^'iC•Utter,  °rganist’  and  Mar- 

Beard  organized  Junio?  md^m  P'a!?d  the  °rgan’  and  Mary  Alice 
McNeeJ,  then  Superior p? Sfed«if  Ch°irs.  In  1949  Dorothy 

na^p1/'  again  directed  the  Choir  At  rh'™1  Music  *n  Pocahontas 
at  presented  by  the  combined  Lthvf  Stmas  3  Musical  Program 

The  Eaater  Service  in  1950  w«  d^Y  and  Methodist  Choirs. 

1950  was  directed  by  Dorothy  McNeel,  and 
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the  Christmas  Musical  Program  presented  by  the  j 
Choirs  was  under  her  direction  and  that  of  Marv  a?010!  and  Se*- 

Dorothy  McNeel  moved  to  Cincinnati  Ohio  ’,CC  Beard-  '°r 
School  Music  and  Eva  Heard  Clutter  and  Ethel  Je|f°  teach  pub| 
organ.  That  year  the  choir  also  presented  a  ProaramTr PJ.ayed  the. 
Music  at  the  Federal  Prison  Camp  at  Mill  Point  °f  Christtnas 

In  1954  Mary  Alice  Beard  became  Choir  Director  and  rs 
In  1956.  in  her  absence.  Lois  Beard  became  Organist  and  ck  •8ani*1- 
tor  with  assistant  organists  Martha  McNeel  and  Ann  Hill  °'r  Direc' 
Alice  Beard  came  back  in  1959  and  she  and  Lois  Beard  agaln^'  Mar> 
ed  a  Junior  Choir.  Lois  Beard  moved  to  St.  Mary’s  in  I960  d^aniz' 
predation  for  all  her  assistance,  she  was  presented  with  an' nap' 
organ  from  the  Church.  antiqUe 

The  Junior  and  Senior  Choirs,  under  Mary  Alice  Beard’s  d' 
tion,  presented  the  Joy  Gift  Program  in  1963.  In  1966 
McNeel  became  Pianist.  The  Choir  was  commended  for  its  faithn 
service  to  our  Church,  and  the  young  people  for  their  many  talents 
both  vocal  and  as  pianists  and  organists.  Karen  Chappell  was  Organist 
in  this  period. 

Dorothy  McNeel  Backs  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio  came  back  to  Hills¬ 
boro  in  1 968  on  her  vacation,  and  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of  her  house 
and  the  Choir  was  again  under  her  direction  during  that  time.  Later 
that  year  a  Junior  Choir  was  again  started  by  Mary  Alice  Beard, 
assisted  by  Peggy  McNeel.  From  1969  through  1974,  because  of  the 
large  number  of  young  people,  we  had  two  groups. 

Peggy  McNeel  was  on  a  People  to  People  Goodwill  Tour  in 
Europe  in  July  1972  and  Wilmer  Ruckman,  Pianist,  accompanied 
Mary  Alice  Beard  with  the  Church  music. 

In  1977  we  had  Mary  Alice  Beard  as  Choir  Director,  Peggy 
McNeel  as  Pianist,  and  Linda  VanReenen  joined  us  as  Organist. 

In  1978,  Samuel  C.  Hill,  as  a  Memorial  to  his  wife  Elinor,  re¬ 
quested  that  a  fund  be  started  to  secure  new  Choir  robes.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  composed  of  Lloyd  Payne,  Wilda  Chappell,  and  Virginia  Lee 
Callison  presented  the  cause  to  the  congregation  and  through  their 
generous  giving,  new  green  choir  robes  arrived  in  time  for  the 
Christmas  Program,  and  were  dedicated  on  December  31st. 

In  January  1980,  Richard  I.  McNeel  died  and  through  the 
generous  gifts  given  in  his  memory,  his  family  started  a  Fund  to  buy  a 
new  Piano.  In  April,  Samuel  E.  McNeel,  Sr.  died  and  his  family  added 
their  many  Memorial  Gifts  to  the  Piano  Fund.  A  generous  gift  was 
given  by  the  Women  of  the  Church,  and  the  remainder  of  the  money 
needed  was  taken  from  the  General  Fund.  This  enabled  us  to  buy  a 
new  Baldwin  Piano  and  have  it  installed  and  dedicated  in  October. 

In  1985,  the  Evening  Circle  furnished  material  and  Sue  Hollands- 
worth  and  Sandra  Simmons  made  robes  for  the  Junior  Choir.  They 
sang  at  a  worship  service,  Fellowship  Night,  and  on  May  12th  in 
honor  of  Mother’s  Day.  At  this  time  they  presented  red  carnations  to 
their  Mothers  and  others  who  helped  them.  On  Father’s  Day  the 
Junior  Choir  was  in  charge  of  the  music  and  also  made  a  large  Banner 
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which  they  placed  in  the  fellowship  Hall  for  the  Father’s  Dav  nr„n  u 
The  Adult  Choir  was  invited  to  the  Marlinton  Prect? ,  h' 
Church  Centennial  Celebration  in  April  1981.  On  Sundav  nf,bytenan 
April  26th  the  Choir,  joined  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Arbuckle  Crn? Pn’ 

Beard.  Director.  Linda  VanReenen.  Organist,  and  Pe'm  MrM  ' ? 
,  Wl  Pianist,  led  the  worship  through  music  —  singing  “Ranf^u  Nee  ’ 
the  Republic.”  “Bless  This  House”  and  “How  Wonderful  ”ym"  °f 
VC  I  That  year  the  Women  of  the  Church  purchased  a  filin'*  u- 

Choir*  S‘°ring  °f  ChUrCh  mUSiC'  WhiCh  WaS  8reaI'y  aPPr“‘atedby  “e 
Sf  ‘  A  program  was  held  at  McNeel  Gymnasium  on  June  25  io«  , 
commemorate  the  birthday  of  renowned  author  Pearl  c  d  ,  1 

the  first  day  of  issue  of  United  States  Postage  Stamm  in  hBu<? ' ’  and 
Our  Choir  was  asked  to  sing,  and  under  the  direction  J? w  honor- 
Beard,  with  the  accompaniment  of  Lindan  VanRepnf  ^aIyT^Iice 
McN eel,  presented  three  Anthems  —  “Battle  Hymn  of  the  u.eggy 
“My  Home  Among  the  Hills,”  and  “For  This  Is  f  nH  ''  Republ,c>” 
On  November  13th,  1983  the  Choir  took  L  r  1  ^ 
for  a  Ministry  for  Christ  and  His  Church  honoring  the  if  CeIebration 

J.  D  Arbuckle  for  47  years  of  ministry  in  the  service  oMe '  an£™rs- 
and  his  retirement  from  the  ministry.  ’  rv,ce  of  Jesus  Christ, 

V  while  we  were  searching  forTnewpIstor.  mtenm  from  1983  to  1985 

I  junior  and  senio/choS  ^resen ted^an Tas ?e  reSUmed  and  the 
Christmas  Carols  for  the  paliems\t  cantata’  and  sang 

f  ch-  - 

PionSDayt'drS ap^opTateTyTpionTers3'  Mar'int°n  durin* 

service 

uas  he*d  September  8,  1985.  ev'  ^ay  Macaulay,  which 

as  a  Gift  from  theS  Choir*1  and  fhTc”131^  3t  Christmas»  “are  accepted 
Presentations."  (QuoIe)'  the  Congregation  looks  forward  to  these 

ice  to  our  Chure^andwe  are'm^  "°mmended  for  its  faithful  serv 
Praises  to  God°nhongat,0niCOntinue  t0  unite  with  the  rh  •  •  • 

ta”'  ■«  •i«7 » <*  CS?SSS 

‘no™nih^twtond  ™r,lln'Jr'.KR h7vlhae|^'"|s'hei rs  aild  P*°Ple  0f  Hills- 
''Hardest.' ap  °n  ,of  a  wholesome  twfrh^- mterested  in  pr°- 
school  was  f,  E  uCyc  opedia.”  page  Ifio  d  C/1.ristlan  character.  In 

“  'aught  by  Thomas  Green  n  thel  ‘hlS,4eCord:  “The  first 

"  m  the  year  1798.  in  a  rude  cabin 


which  stood  one  and  one  hall  miles  north  of  Hillsboro,  on  lann 
owned  by  W.  L.  McNeel."  na  k 

Most  of  the  educational  work  in  this  community  duri 
1830’s  was  done  by  the  ministers.  In  1833  Rev.  John  S.  Blain^ 
supplying  the  pulpit  of  Oak  Grove  Church,  taught  a  school  in  u 
boro.  And  we  learned  from  the  late  Miss  Minnie  Wallace  that  Mr 
chi  bald  McRoberts,  a  brother-in-law  of  John  S.  Blain,  was  the' 
:h 


THE  LITTLE  LEVELS  ACADEMY  —  And  then  came  the  event 
which  greatly  widened  Hillsboro’s  educational  influence  in  this  part  of 
the  state.  That  was  the  coming  of  Rev.  Joseph  Brown  and  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Little  Levels  (Pocahontas)  Academy.  As  we  have 
already  seen,  Mr.  Brown  came  here  as  the  pastor  of  Oak  Grove 
Church  in  1837.  Like  some  of  his  predecessors,  in  addition  to  his 
pastoral  duties,  he  taught  a  private  school  here  for  several  years.  By 
1842  the  school  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  it  needed  grounds, 
buildings,  and  a  definite  charter.  In  1843  Samuel  D.  Poage  deeded  one 
acre  of  land  in  the  heart  of  Hillsboro  to  the  following:  “Rev.  Joseph 
Brown,  George  Poage,  Sheldon  Clark,  Thomas  Hill,  Moses  H.  Poage, 
James  Wiley,  Sampson  Matthews,  and  Josiah  Beard,  Trustees  of  the 
Little  Levels  Academy  ...  on  condition  that  said  acre  of  land  be  used 
or  the  benefit  of  an  academy.”  Hardesty  gives  this  interesting  ac- 

p?tUKi-  ?  ,  -he  Academy’s  establishment:  “This  institution  was 
_  a  ished  in  1842  under  a  charter  granted  by  ‘.he  State  of  Virginia. 

thew?CMP°rat2rS  Were  Josiah  Beard’ s-  D-  Poage>  Sampson  L.  Mat- 
RichardMMpM  ^-.?°age*  John  Hil1’  Thomas  Hill,  James  Miller  and 
McNeel.  The  first  principal  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Brown,  who 


is  such  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
d  v  M  D.  Dunlap,  who  remained  at  the  head  of  the  institution  for  1 1 
,  ,rs  or  until  the  year  I860,  when  the  war  came  on  and  the  school  was 
23  In  1865  the  County  purchased  the  building,  since  which  time  it 
h  is  been  used  for  public  school  purposes.  This  was  the  first  school  of 
,  high  order  in  the  county,  and  notwithstanding  the  short  period  of  its 
existence,  it  left  its  impression  upon  the  educational  interests  of  this 
mountain  region.”  The  Academy  employed  not  only  a  principal,  but 
several  other  teachers,  how  many  we  do  not  know.  One  of  them  was 
the  Rev.  Daniel  A.  Pentck,  who  married  one  of  Col.  Paul  McNeel’s 
daughters.  Another  was  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  said  to  have  been  a 
relative  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  probably  Rev.  Luther  Emerson 
He  was  born  in  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  Minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  later  joining  Lexington  Presbytery. 

OTHER  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS 

After  the  Civil  War,  when  the  Academy  had  been  closed,  Rev  M 
D.  Dunlap  for  a  while  taught  a  private  school  for  boys  and  young  men 
in  a  little  building  by  the  side  of  his  home  in  Hillsboro.  Other  private 
schools  from  time  to  time  were  taught  by:  C.  J.  Stulting,  Davis  Ken- 
nison,  Miss  Emily  Lewis,  Randolph  Smith, Miss  Maude  Patrick  a 
Rev.  Mr.  Brown  (Methodist  Minister),  and  a  Mr.  McCutchan  (father 
of  Rev.  J.  T.  McCutchan).  No  doubt,  the  Academy’s  influence  carried 
over  to  a  great  extent  in  the  life  and  work  of  those  post-war  private 
schools.  y 

IN  THE  MINISTRY  AND  MISSIONS 

.  £  !lry  fine  serv,ce  rende/ed  by  many  country  churches  is  the  rais¬ 

ing  of  sons  and  daughters  for  the  gosepl  ministrv  and  m1  • 

field.  Oak  Grove  Church  has  sen.  two  choTce  chhdren  imo  SHS 
time  active  work  of  the  Master’s  Kingdom  he  f  1 

of  Ruhing  Eider  A,,en 

Hillsboro,  West  Virginia  March  19  ls£  S??n’  wuho  was  born  at 
thus  far  u  enter  the  mSstrv  hV„  ’  i®7?’ ‘Vhls  church’s  °nly  son 
College,  and  from  Union  Theo^oaLl  Se  °m  “?mpden  Sydne>' 
he  was  licensed  by  OrangePreshv  erl S  -in  Vlrginia-  In  1901 

Presbytery.  He  served  churches  fir  tTn  Te  3 by  EaSt  Texas 
From  1910  to  1913,  he  was  nasfnr  ^  r  Iexas' a"d  >«er  in  Georgia. 
Greenbrier  Presbytery  He  9!lurch  and  Gr0up  in 

served  in  several  pastorate^  From  Carollna  m  1913  and  there 
pastorate  before  retirement  93,° ‘°  1948  he  served  hi$  last 

feroup  meaning  chapels).  He  died  X  n  im'  “d  gr°UP  ^  N'C’ 

brilliMUuthor^iri 1™™  w°  ShYDENS™CKER  ,  mother  of  the 

ftV^ar  Between  The  States  A  rl  b?rn  ln  HilIsboro  about  the  time  of 

workGf°i^e  Cburcb»  she  was  rearpdU  ^5 tte?dant  uP°n  the  services  of 

k  °f  His  kingdom.  Mrs  Mhcheim  n  d?VOti°n  t0  Christ  and  the 

Mitchell  D.  Dunlap,  a  splendid  teacher  of 
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the  Bible,  IS  said  to  have  had  much  influence*  in  . 

sum  to  volunteer  for  Foreign  Mission  Work  3 ldin^cr,0tll 

solom  Sydenstneker,  D.D.,  and  together  th™,  married  Dhe% 

China  in  1880.  There  she  gave  forty  yea," of  & 

cause.  ,cr  hie  to  thP  v;rie$to 

e  Master\ 


CONCLUSION 

Oak  Grove  Church  has  seen  the  struggles  th. 
achievements  of  several  generations  of  its  nennu  hte. 


and 


generations  of  its  people  It  came 

when  its  first  men  and  women,  together  with  the  other  Am  '0  bein& 
onists,  were  winning  the  right  to  freedom  of  speech  of  awS?” co1’ 
of  worship.  Since  that  era,  in  all  national  crises  her  so  k  d 
endeavored  to  do  their  full  part  toward  saving  this  civil  and  ref  • 
heritage  won  for  us  by  our  forefathers  more  than  two  2°^ 
years  ago.  During  World  War  II,  more  than  fifty  young  men  from  th 
Sunday  Schools  and  membership  of  Oak  Grove  Church  served  in »!! 
nation’s  Armed  Forces. 

The  high  quality  of  Christian  citizenship  that  has  been  established 
and  maintained  here;  the  continued  interest  of  Hillsboro  people  in  the 
things  that  are  most  worthwhile  and  conducive  to  righteousness  —  all 
this  gives  good  promise  that  with  renewed  faith  in  God,  and  reliance 
upon  Him,  the  end  of  this  second  century  into  which  we  have  come, 
may  see  brighter,  better,  and  more  constructive  things  than  that  of  the 
previous  century. 

“Our  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 

And  our  eternal  home. 

Under  the  shadow  of  Thy  throne, 

Still  may  we  dwell  secure; 

Sufficient  is  Thine  arm  alone, 

And  our  defense  is  sure. 

Before  the  hills  in  order  stood, 

Or  earth  received  her  frame, 

From  everlasting  Thou  are  God, 

To  endless  years  the  same. 

Our  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Be  Thou  our  guide  while  life  shall  last. 

And  our  eternal  home.’’ 
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appendix 

THE  COMMUNION  SERVICE 
The  history  of  any  Presbyterian  Church  beginnin*  nH™  ♦  u 
year  1800.  would  not  be  complete  without  some  r!feren?e  to  he  he 
munion  Services.  °  us  Com- 

It  has  long  been  the  custom  of  sessions  in  the  churches  o 
land  to  admit  to  the  Lord’s  Table  only  those  who,  on  coming  toThe 
service,  would  present  to  the  minister  the  communion  ™kfn  The 
same  custom  prevailed  in  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  AmPr,v  .* 
well  into  the  Nineteenth  Century.  Accordingly,  the  commJTninn  t 
was  used  in  the  Oak  Grove  Church  for  more  IhtS  a7enera  ?on 

In  those  early  years  the  Sacrament  of  The  Lord's  Supper  was 
observed  twice  a  year  usuaUy  with  a  week,  or  at  least  several  dav^f 
preparatory  services,  Saturday  being  regarded  as  “The  Fast  n™  ” 
final  day  of  preparation  for  the  Sabbath  and  communion  At 
Saturday  service  the  "token”  would  be  given  to  those  whom  the  ses 
sion  thought  could  properly  come  to  the  Lord’s  Table.  And  on  the 
morrow  the  members  would  return  their  tokens  to  the  pastor  hef^ 
approaching  the  Table.  The  word  “Communion  Table’^had  am 
what  different  meaning  then  from  what  it  has  now  At  thp  mm!LS0™e’ 
service  of  that  time  a  long  table  would  bTZZf^ToZ?ulpT 
covered  with  beautiful  Imen  Around  this  table  benches  were  placed' 
r  «rouP°f  members  after  another  would  be  seated  and 
served  by  the  elders.  In  the  year  1774  in  one  of  the  Southern  Churches 
the  pastor  was  on  Saturday  holding  a  Fast  Day,  or  Preparation  Se™ 
ice,  for  a  group  of  his  young  people.  He  gave  to  thSt* 1° 

^  admonition.-  "I  give  yoC  thCse  toLTnot  ktTngVotTeaT 
May  the  Lord  give  you  a  token  for  good  at  His  Table  tomorrow  "  The 
token  was  a  metal  piece,  probably  about  the  size  of  a TmSToin 

members  remember  that  Dr.  SydenstrickermaileH  ^Tman  th5  du6r 
members  prior  to  the  CommiL'nn  S  ,  a  small  card  to  the 

brou^uheiMokens  ^^heservice^he  ^ 


Throuah  .h«  MEMORIAL  AND  GIFTS 

Really  in  memory^fltS^ftwZd  b"  “  “““u,  haVe  contributed 
donors,  but  gifts  range  from  «  ^  lmP°ssible  to  list  all  of  the 

'am  items  important  to  tLTfe^rd  ^  e?acy  t0  Presen‘ation  of  cer- 
a'*ays  appreciated  and  we  thl?  Tk  °/ the  church-  These  ««*  are 
the  Kingdom  of  God  These  eiftC  aU,.Sed  5rther  the  wil1  30(1  work  of 
ship  in  mind,  where  we  thkk  fhef  .“sed  dlScretly  with  8°°d  steward- 
others,  where  possibte  , "krthey  wdl  accomplish  the  most.  We  urge 
memorials.  '  t0  rem ember  the  church  in  your  will  or 
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OUTPOSTS 

MARVIN  CHAPEL  —  The  Rev.  David  S.  Sydenstricker,  D.D., 
was  the  first  of  the  Presbyterian  ministers,  apparently,  to  preach  in  the 
new  church  at  Marvin  Chapel.  Rev.  John  K.  Fleming  wrote  that  the 
scholarly  Rev.  Sydenstricker  had  accepted  a  call  to  come  to  the  Oak 
Grove  Church  in  Hillsboro,  W.  Va.  in  1875.  Marvin  Chapel  was  not 
dedicated  until  Nov.  24,  1878.  The  older  people  at  Marvin  Chapel, 
both  respectfully  and  affectionally,  called  him  “Dr.  Davey” 
Sydenstricker.  He  retired  in  1905,  and  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Hillsboro  until  his  death  in  1913. 

The  timber  for  the  building  of  Marvin  Chapel  was  apparently 
brought  from  Beaver  Creek,  and  at  least  in  part  by  oxen.  A  tremen¬ 
dous  improvement  to  the  appearance  of  the  church  was  made  when 
the  bell  tower  was  constructed  in  1910.  The  Sunday  School  rooms  and 
basement  were  added  in  1970. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Johnson  came  in  1905,  and  served  until  1928. 
He  must  have  had  some  “missionary  zeal”  with  outposts  at  Beard, 
Caesar’s  Mountain,  and  Seebert.  He  also  had  some  regular  preaching 
appointments  in  two  Methodists  churches  —  Marvin  Chapel  and 
Trinity  Church  on  Stamping  Creek.  (This  also  was  from  the  Fleming 
History.) 

You  must  remember,  if  there  were  winter  appointments,  that  for 
a  tew  years  there  were  no  automobiles,  and  even  then,  there  were  no 
heaters  in  them.  The  minister  had  to  ride  a  horse  over  all  kinds  of 
roads,  and  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

The  other  regular  ministers  from  the  Oak  Grove  Presbyterian 
Church  also  came  to  Marvin  Chapel  and  are  r  amed  in  this  history. 

minictP  (?C1  V'  Dalton’  who  left  in  1973,  was  the  last  of  these 
ministers  who  came  to  Marvin  Chapel 


Slflr, 
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The  Rev.  Harry  Painter  did  quite  a  Jot  of  work  on  the  old  Estev 
rccd  organ.  He  later,  privately  .sometimes  brought  a  blind  organist  to 
niav  on  it-  It  ^  possible  tor  this  organ  to  sound  much  like  a  nine 
organ,  especially  when  it  was  newer.  The  church  also  has  a  piano,  pur¬ 
chased  in  1940. 

Marvin  Chapel  is  a  Methodist  church.  However,  there  were  some 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  neighorhood  who  helped  in 
the  building  of  it  in  1878.  It  was  agreed  they  should  have  the  privilege 
of  having  one  service  in  the  church  each  month.  Also,  the  Methodic 

havino  several  churches  conlH  <-vnl»  u - - -  .  uiai 


me  -  ....  T  ,  - - uic  privuece 

of  having  one  service  in  the  church  each  month.  Also,  the  Methodist 

ministers,  having  several  churches,  could  only  have  two  regular  serv 
ices,  per  month,  which  is  the  way  it  is  today. 

The  congregation  was  usually  the  same  group  of  people  and  thev 
had  no  denominational  strife.  When  this  old  custom,  or  agreement 
ended,  it  seemed  that  the  people  in  the  community  would  have  HiJh 


had  no  denominational  sirue.  wnen  this  old  custom,  or  agreement 
ended,  it  seemed  that  the  people  in  the  community  would  have  liked  it 
io  have  been  otherwise.  In  fact,  the  extra  services  were  carried  on  fn 
about  three  years  by  using  other  ministers,  or  lay  speakers  not  snnn 
sored  by  any  other  church.  7  y  rs’  not  spon- 
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BEARD  CHAPFT  tu  • 

cmie  about  when  the  Rev  L^P  rIf°ruJOUtpoSt  church  at  Beard 
Beard schoolhouse in  1921  u,;  °  ^es  held  a  revival  meeting  in  the 

taSa"  cP°n  the  People “VL^dtfa^  T*?  ^  the " 

solS  H  corr)n>unity.  Mr.  R  M  L°  /  ^^enan  ehapel  in  the 

X?Tns  in  'his  and  surroimH^  Mr'  John  G-  Hamrick 
land  in  922  the  Picturesaue  whn-  ?  ndlng  communities. 

Pritt  sank  by  Jacob  Beard  KvImE  B!?rd  Chapel  wa9  built  on 
structionktohK  f,^St  maltock  blade  in  the  ®Card  *as  present  when  Mack 
°n  t0  be«ln-  The  build^"ito“d  for  Beard  Chapel  con- 

as  Austin  May,  assisted  by  John  Mc- 
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Coy  and  Sidney  McCoy.  Before  beginning  construction  the  h  , 
went  to  Seebert  and  studied  the  architecture  of  the  See’bert  r!,lder* 
They  built  the  Beard  Chapel  on  the  same  lines  but  on  a  larcer  Urch> 

Dedication  services  were  held  in  November  1922  Rev  rSCale- 
preached  the  dedication  sermon  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Johnson’*??? 
pastor.  Succeeding  Oak  Grove  pastors  preached  here.  lhe 

Mr.  John  G.  Hamrick  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Beard  were  long  time  s 
day  School  Superintendents.  A  few  of  the  Sunday  School  teach?' 
were  Mrs.  Blanche  Hamrick.  Mayo  Beard,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Beard,  Mrs  c 
N.  Dorman,  Mrs.  Dorsey  May  and  Mrs.  Denny  Callison. 

The  women  formed  the  Beard  Circle  and  met  regularly  in  the 
members’  homes. 

Some  time  in  the  1970’s  after  Rev.  Cecil  Dalton  left  and  some 
people  in  the  Beard  area  were  only  part  time  residents,  services  in  the 
chapel  were  suspended.  When  Rev.  Jack  Arbuckle  came  to  Oak  Grove 
he  was  consulted  about  preaching  services  at  Beard  Chapel  during  the 
summer  months.  He  very  kindly  consented  to  do  this.  Jack  and  Mattie 
came  down  faithfully  on  the  two  Sundays  a  month  scheduled  and 
bought  the  little  country  chapel  to  life  again  for  a  few  years.  When 
more  people  moved  away  on  June  7,  1981  it  was  decided  the  remaining 
people  could  go  to  Hillsboro  to  Oak  Grove,  conveniently.  Services 
were  discontinued  at  Beard  Chapel. 

SEEBERT  OUTPOST  —  The  outpost  work  at  Seebert  began  in 
1906  when  Oak  Grove  Church,  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Pro¬ 
testants,  established  a  union  work.  The  two  denominations  purchased 
in  that  year  a  lot  from  Lou  Clendenin  at  the  price  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

A  white  frame  building  was  built.  The  Walter  Clark  family  was 
one  of  the  families  worshipping  there.  Mr.  Walter  Clark  was  the  long 
time  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  Mrs.  Ota  Henfer,  now  91, 
remembers  walking  to  preaching  as  a  girl,  from  the  Lewis  home.  She 
and  friends  walked  to  Presbyterian  revival  meetings  at  night. 

Many  families  moved  from  Seebert  and  worship  services  were 
discontinued.  On  August  29,  1948  the  Oak  Grove  Committee  decided 
to  accept  E.  L.  Auldridge’s  bid  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
the  building  lot.  They  received  one  half  of  this,  the  other  half  going  to 
the  Methodist  Protestants.  On  Oct.  31,  1948  the  committee  decided  to 
use  the  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  Oak  Grove  furnace  fund. 

CAESAR  MOUNTAIN  —  Rev.  J.  C.  Johnson  began  holding 
Sunday  School  and  Church  services  on  Caesar  Mountain  in  the  school 
building.  The  services  were  continued  by  succeeding  pastors  after  Rev. 
Johnson  had  moved  from  Hillsboro.  Rev.  Collier  Harvey  was  the  last 
minister  to  hold  services  there  before  the  school  building  was  sold, 
j  !°^  members  of  Oak  Grove  served  as  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
S'  teuac,hJers  of  the  Sunday  School  Classes.  Vacation  Bible 
for  a  mirnH  he  f  lhere  for.  a  number  of  years.  There  was  also  a  circle 
ed  away  ^  °  years  umil  a  large  number  of  the  circle  members  mov- 
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FEDERAL  PRISON  CAMP  -  In  1938  a  Federal  Prison  Camp 
was  opened  on  Cranberry  Mountain  seven  miles  from  Mill  Point.  The 
Rev  John  K.  Fleming  started  holding  services  for  the  inmates  once 
each  month.  These  services  were  continued  by  the  various  ministers 
until  the  camp  was  closed  in  1959.  Rev.  Gardien  requested  Bibles  from 
the  Gideons  and  they  supplied  twenty-five  Bibles  for  the  use  of  the 
men.  The  choir  presented  a  Christmas  program  in  1950.  Different 
church  members  assisted  the  ministers  in  conducting  the  services  and 
teaching  Sunday  School. 
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CHURCH  COURT  BOUNDARIES 

Prior  to  April  12,  1838,  Oak  Grove  was  a  member  of  Lexington 
Presbytery  in  Virginia.  A  meeting  of  Synod  of  Virginia  Oct.  10  1837 
shows  that  upon  the  request  of  the  churches  west  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains,  a  line  was  drawn,  that  25  years  later  would  be  the  dividing 
line  between  Va.  and  W.  Va.,  except  for  Pendleton  Co.  The  organi?* 
ing  Presbytery,  to  be  known  as  Greenbrier,  met  at  Lewisburg  from 
Tuesday  through  Saturday.  The  sermon  being  preached  by  the 
venerable  John  McElhenney  on  Psalm  20:5,  “and  in  the  name  of  your 
God  we  will  set  up  our  banner.”  After  the  sermon  the  Presbvterv  of 
Greenbrier  was  constituted  with  a  prayer.  y 

The  churches  included  in  the  Presbytery  were  Old  stnn* 
(Lewisburg),  Union,  Spring  Creek  (Renick),  Oak  Grove  (HillshornT 
Liberty  (Greenbank),  Tygarts  Valley  (Huttonsville)  Muddfcreek 
Anthony  s  Creek,  Kanawha-Salines  (Charleston)  Parkerchnro  d  •  1 
Pleasant,  Hugh's  River,  Carmel  (Gap  MiKd HtaSSSk 
Rev.  Joseph  Brown,  representing  Oak  Grove  was  amnno  ,h 
eight  ministers  and  six  Elders  listed  as  present  ’  8  h 

formed  in  a  meeting  a,  Malden,  W.  Va.. 

At  an ' the  WeSt  Virginia  S"y°d' 
Presbyteries  were  listed-  Crpfnh  •  Gburcb  the  following 

churches  and  Cchurches’  Ty«art  Vdley  26 

1973  into  the  Synod  of  the  Vinrinfes  Th^  WaS  merged  June  18> 
was  in  existence  for  59  years  8  ThUS  he  Syn°d  °f  West  Vir8inia 

returned  to  Jreenbrief  P^e^v^r^Z  ^  disso,ved  and  the  churches 
was  formed  from  parts  of  kZ  Vi,At  *11S  time  Bluestone  Presbytery 
»*.  to  more  e^enW  disS  ^  Greenbrier  Presbyteries.  In 
dissolved.  With  some  If  6  stJ?ngth-  Bluestone  Presbytery  was 
^esbytery  was  formed.  churches’  Guyandotte 


'esbytery  Was  formed  Th,-  Z  L^anawha  church 
Greenbrier  Presbyterv  whiS.8**  these1Iyears  w?  were  centrally  located 

y  ch  generally  contained  the  eastern  part  of 
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the  state,  from  Philippi  to  Hinton.  From  the  histnrx  w  1 

Ellis,  it  appears  that  in  1788  we  were  part  of\?r‘ D°rsevn 
Philadelphia.  f  tlle  Syn0(j  • 

In  the  early  1970’s  the  General  Assembly  of  th  n  °f 
Church  changed  its  entire  program  structure.  The  se  Presbytehan 
under  which  the  church’s  various  tasks  had  been  board$ 

dissolved  and  all  function  of  the  church  were  brought  to  ^  *ere 
one  General  Assembly  Mission  Board.  With  this  reorgan^  •  Under 
the  restructure  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods.  The  result  CaaU°ncanie 
1974  when  the  three  Presbyteries,  which  generally  was  the^S  Jan' 
West  Virginia,  became  one  Presbytery.  There  was  much  debat^  °f 
what  to  name  the  new  group.  After  someone  said  it  was  easy  t  °Ver 
“Greenbrier,”  the  historic  name,  won  out.  0sPell, 

One  of  the  marks  of  achievement  of  the  Presbytery  was  its 
gram  of  care  for  the  aging.  A  number  of  housing  units  for  elderly  neo 
pie  were  built  in  different  parts  of  the  Presbytery. 

Oct.  19-21,  1979  Presbyterians,  wearing  large  buttons  announc¬ 
ing:  “We’re  part  of  something  big,”  gathered  in  The  Charleston  Civic 
Center  in  a  Presbyterian  Celebration.  Here  we  witnessed  the  march 
through  the  aisles  of  114  churches  displaying  their  church  banners. 
The  march  was  organized  according  to  the  date  of  organization.  This 
put  Oak  Grove  near  the  front  of  the  march. 

On  July  1,  1985  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  of 
which  we  were  a  part,  merged  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  division  took  place  during  the  Civil 
War  and  it  was  not  until  this  time,  after  several  failures,  that  the  dif¬ 
ferences  were  worked  out. 

This  event  brought  about  more  merging,  so  on  July  1,  198" 
Greenbrier  Presbytery,  along  with  the  smaller  Presbyteries  of 
Parkersburg  and  Grafton,  became  the  Presbytery  of  West  Virginia.  It 
includes  one  church  in  Ohio,  one  in  Virginia  and  all  of  West  Virginia 
except  the  two  panhandles. 

The  new  body,  comprising  160  churches,  voted  to  leave  the  Synod 
of  the  Virginias  and  enter  the  Synod  of  the  Trinity  which  includes  1 
Presbyteries  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  the  upper  Ohio  Valley  along 
the  West  Virginia  Presbytery  to  make  a  total  of  1391  churches  an 
382,827  members. 


.  HOVE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
°  HILLSBORO,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

.  .  oak  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  is  one  that  real- 
The  story  ot  ^  nQ  end  jt  traces  ,ts  origin  to  a  community  of 
lv  has  no  beg,nnl  settlement  known  as  “Little  Levels,”  yet  its  roots 
helivers  in  a  Gak  <3rove’s  history  goes  back  to  and  is  vital- 

go  far  very  beginning  of  the  church  itself. 

Iy  linked  witn  i  Qak  Grove  [s  the  church’s  story.  It  tells  how  God 
The  story  and  children  to  worship  Him  ...  to  serve  Him  by 
called  men,  w  ’  ancj  to  spread  His  message  of  Good  News  with 
serving  His  pep^  of  jesus  Christ.  Oak  Grove’s  humble  beginning  is 
others  as  to  ^  of  the  eariy  church,  where  people  met,  worshipped 
very  sirT1\ar  mmuned  together  in  the  homes  of  the  church’s  members. 
G°dThehistory  of  Oak  Grove  is  the  story  of  people,  ordinary  people, 
rod  called  and  through  whom  God  worked.  It’s  the  story  not 
whom  uo  deacons,  and  pastors,  whose  names  appear  in  these 

on,y  0  bu(  ajSo  of  others  who  left  their  mark  on  this  place.  The  history 
Pf*Oak  Grove  includes  children  and  teachers  and  worshippers  who 
assed  through  these  doors  and  who  learned  about  and  served  God 
here  It’s  the  story  of  people  who  were  nurtured  in  the  Christian  faith 
by  this  congregation,  as  well  as  those  who  tried  to  nurture  and 
challenge  the  faith  of  this  community  of  believers. 

The  story  of  Oak  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  continues  to  un¬ 
fold.  On  this  occasion  the  members  of  Oak  Grove  give  thanks  and 
praise  to  God  for  all  He  has  done  through  the  life  and  ministry  of  this 
church.  We  celebrate  two  centuries  of  God’s  work  through  His  people 
here.  Yet  we  anticipate  and  embark  upon  a  third  century  of  ministry 
as  a  community  of  faith.  The  story  .  .  .  God’s  story  .  .  .  continues  .  .  . 

June,  1988 
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♦Baptized  Members 
Members:  125 
Families:  72 
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